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QUEEN BELIZABETH

CuarteEr L

Evrizaseru’s MoTHER.

tiresnwich. The hospital. Its inmales

RAVELERS, in ascending the Thames
& by the steamboat from Rotterdam, on
their return from an excursion to the Rhine,
have often their attention strongly attracted by
what appears to be a splendid palace on the
banks of the river at Greenwich. The cdifice
is not a palace, however, but a hospital, or,
rather, a retreat where the worn out, maimed,
and crippled veterans of the English navy spend
the remnant of their days in comfort and peace,
on pensions allowed them by the government in
whose service they have spent their strength
or lost their limbs. The magnificent buildings
of the hospital stand on level land near the river.
Behind them there is a beautiful park, which
exteads over the undulating and rising ground
in the rear; and on the summit of one of the
eminences there is the famous Greenwich Ob-
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(ircenwich Observatory. Manner of taking tima

servatory, on the precision of whose quadrants
and micrometers depend those calculations by
which the navigation of the world is guided.
The most unconcerned and careless spectator
is interested in the manner in which the ships
which throng the river all the way from Green-
wich to London, ¢ take their time” from this
observatory before setting sail for distant seas.
From the top of a cupola surmounting the edi-
fice, a slender pole ascends, with a black ball upon
it, so constructed as to slide up and down for a
few feet upon the pole. 'When the hour of 12 M.
approaches, the ball slowly rises to within a few
inches of the top, warning the ship-masters in
the river to be ready with their chronometers,
to observe and note the precise instant of its
fall. 'When a few seconds only remain of the
time, the ball ascends the remainder of the dis-
tance by a very deliberate motion, and then
drops suddenly when the instant arrives. The
ships depart on their several destinations, and
for months afterward when thousands of miles
away, they depend for their safety in dark and
stormy nights, and among dangerous reefs and
rocky shores, on the nice approxiriation to cor-
rectness in the note of time which this descend
ing ball had given them.
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Herry the Eighth. His character. His six wives

'This is Greenwich, as it exists at the present
lay. At the time when the events occurred
which are to be related in this narrative, it was
most known on-account of a royal palace which
was situated there. This palace was the resi-
lence of the then queen consort of England.
The king reigning at that time was Henry the
Eighth. He was an unprincipled and cruel
tyrant, and the chief business of his life seem-
ed to be selecting and marrying new queens,
making room for each succeeding one by dis-
carding, divorcing, or beheading her predeces-
sor. 'There were six of them in all, and, with
one exception, the history of each one is a dis-
tinct and separate, but dreadful tragedy. As
there were so many of them, and they figured
as queens each for so short a period, they are
commonly designated in history by their per-
sonal family names, and even in these names
there is a great similarity. There were three
Catharines, two. Annes, and a Jane. 'The only
one who lived and died in peace, respected and
beloved to the end, was the Jane.

Queen Elizabeth, the subject of this narra-
tive, was the daughter of the second wife in this
strange succession, and her mother was one of
the Annes. Her name in full was Anne Bo-

B
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Annse Boleyn. Catharine of Aragon. Henry discards her

leyn. She was young and very beautiful, and
{enry, to prepare the way for making her hie
wife, divorced his first queen, or rather declared
bis marriage with her rull and void, because
she had been. before he married her, the wife
of his brother. Her name was Catharine of
Aragon. She was, while connected with him,
a faithful, true, and affectionate wife. She was
a Catholic. The Catholic rules are very strict
in respect to the marriage of relatives, and a
special dispensation from the pope was neces-
sary to authorize marriage in such a case as
that of Henry and Catharine. This dispensa.
tion had, however, been obtained, and Catharine
had, in reliance upon it, consented to become
Henry's wife. "When, however, she was ne
longer young and beautiful, and Henry had be-
come enamored of Anne Boleyn, who was so,
he discarded Catharine, and espoused the beau-
tiful girl in her stead. He wished the pope to
annul his dispensation, which would, of course,
annul the marriage; and because the pontiff
refused, and all the efforts of Henry’s govern.
ment were unavailing to move him, he aban-
doned the Catholic faith, and established an in-
dependent Protestant church in England, whose
supreme anthority wonld annul the marriage.
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Jrigin of the English' Church. Henry marries Anne Roleyn

Thus, in a great measure, came the Reforma
tion in England. The Catholics reproach us,
and, it must be confessed, with some justice,
with the ignominiousness of its origin.

The course which things thus took created a
great deal of delay in the formal annulling of
the marriage with Catharine, which Henry was
too impatient and imperious to bear. He would
not wait for the decree of divorce, but took Anne
Boleyn for his wife before his previous connee-
tion was made void. He said he was privately
married to her. 'This he had, as he maintained,
a right to do, for he considered his first mar-
riage as void, absolutely and of itself, without
any decree. When, at length, the decree was
finally passed, he brought Anne Boleyn forward
as his queen, and introduced her as such to En-
gland and to the world by a genuine marriage
and a most magnificent coronation. The peo-
ple of England pitied poor Catharine, but they
joined very cordially, notwithstanding, in wel-
coming the youthful and beautiful lady whe
was to take her place. All London gave itsclf
up e festivities and rejoicings on the occasion
of these nuptials. Immediately after this the
young queen retired to her palace in Greenwich,
and in two or three months afterward bttle
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Birth of Elizaboth. Ceremony of christening

Elizabeth was born. Her birth-day was the
7th of September, 1533.

The mother may have loved the babe, Lut
Henry himself was sadly disappointed that his
child was not a son. Notwithstanding her sex,
however, she was a personage of great distinc-
tion from her very birth, as all the realm looked
upon her as heir to the crown. Henry was
himself, at this time, very fond of Anne Bo-
leyn, though his feelings afterward were entire-
ly changed. He determined on giving to the
infant a very splendid christening. The usage
in the Church of England is to make the chris-
tening of a child not merely a solemn religious
ceremony, but a great festive occasion of con-
gratulations and rejoicing. The unconscious
subject of the ceremony is taken to the church.
Certain near and distinguished friends, gentle-
men and ladies, appear as godfathers and god-
mothers, as they are termed, to the child. They,
in the ceremony, are considered as presenting
the infant for consecration to Christ, and as be.
coming responsible for its future initiation inte
the Christian faith. They are hence sometimes
called sponsors. These sponsors are supposed
to take, from the time of the baptism forward,
8 strong interest in all that pertains to the wel.
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gﬁp;ti;r.nrof Elizabeth. Graxnd procession

fare of tl-eir little charge, and they usually man-
ilest this interest by presents on the day of the
christening.  These things are all conducted
with considerable ceremony and parade in ordi-
nary cases, occurring in private life ; and when
a princess is to be baptized, all, even the most
minute details of the ceremony, assume a great
importance, and the whole scene becomes one
of great pomp and splendor.

The babe, in this case, was conveyed to the
church in a grand procession. The mayor and
other civic authorities in London came down
to Greenwich in barges, tastefully ornamented,
to join in the ceremony The lords and ladies
of King Henry’s court were also there, in at
tendance at the palace. "'When all were assem-
bled, and every thing was ready, the procession
moved from the palace to the church with great
pomp. The road, all the way, was carpeted
with green rushes, spread upon the ground.
Over this road the little infant was borne by
oue of her godmothers. She was wrapped in
a mantle of purple velvet, with a long train ap-
pended to it, which was trimmed with ermine,
a very costly kind of fur, used in England as a
badge of authority. This train was borne by
lords and ladies of high rank, who were appoint-
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Train-bearers. The church. The silver fom

ed for the purpose by the king, and who deemed
their office a very distinguished honor. - Besides
these train-bearers, there were four lords, who
walked two on each side of {ne child, and who
held over her a magnificent canopy. Other per-
sonages of high rank and station followed, bear-
ing various insignia and emblems, such as by
the ancient customs of England are employed
on these occasions, and all dressed sumptuous-
ly in gorgeous robes, and wearing the badges
and decorations pertaining to their rank or the
ffices they held. Vast crowds of spectators
lined the way, and gazed upon the scene.

On arriving at the church, they found the in-
terior splendidly decorated for the occasion. Its
walls were lined throughout with tapestry, and
in the center was a crimson canopy, under which
was placed a large silver font, containing the
water with which the child was to be baptized.
The ceremony was performed by Cranmer, the
archbishop of Canterbury, which is the office
of the highest dignitary of the English Church
After it was performed, the procession returned
as it came, only now there was an addition of
four persons of high rank, who followed the child
with the presents intended for her by the god.
fathers and godmothers. These presents con-
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The presents. Name of the infaut princess,

sisted of cups and bowls, of beautiful workman.
ship, some of silver gilt, and some of solid gold.
They were very costly, though not prized much
jot by the unconscious infant for whom they
were intended. She went and came, in the
midst of this gay and joyous procession, little
imagining into what a restless and unsatisfying
life all this pageantry and splendor were usher-
ing her.

They named the chud Elizabeth, from her
grandmother. There have been many queens
of that name, but Queen Elizabeth of England
became so much more distingnished than any
other, that that name alone has become her usu-
al designation. Her family name was Tudor.
As she was never married—for, though her life
was one perpetual scene of matrimonial schemes
and negotiations, she lived and died a maiden
lady-—she has been sometimes called the Virgin
Queen, and one of the states of this Union, Vir-
ginia, receives its name from this designation
of IBlizabeth. She is also often familiarly called
Queen Bess.

Making little Elizabeth presents of go.d and
silver plate, and arranging splendid pageants
for her, were not the only plans for her aggran-
dizement which were formed during the period
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Elizabeth made Princess of Wales. Matrimonial schemes

of her infantile unconsciousness. The king, her
father, first had an act of Parliament passed,
solemnly recognizing and confirming her claimn
as heir to the crown, and the title of Princess of
Wales was formally conferred upon her. When
these things were done, Henry began to consid-
er how he could best promote his own political
schemes by forming an engagement of marriage
for her, and, when she was only about two years
of age, he offered her to the King of France as
the future wife of one of his sons, on certain
conditions of political service which he wished
him to perform. But the King of France would
not accede to the terms, and so this plan was
abandoned.  Elizabeth was, however, notwith-
standing this failure, an object of universal in-
terest and attention, as the daughter of a very
powerful monarch, and the heir to his crown.
Her life opened with very bright and serene
prospects of future greatness ; but all these pros-
pects were soon apparently cut off by a very
heavy cloud which arose to darken her sky.
This cloud was the sudden and dreadful fall
and ruin of her mother.

Queen Anne Boleyn was originally a maid
of honor to Queen Catharine, and hecame ac-
¢uainted witn King Henry and gained his af-
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Jane Seyinour. The tournament. The king's susp ions

fections while she was acting in that capacity
When she became queen herself, she had, of
course, her own maids of honor, and among
them was one named Jane Seymour. Jane
was a beautiful and accomplished lady, and in
the end she supplanted her mistress and queen
in Henry’s affections, just as Anne herself had
supplanted Catharine. The king had removed
Catharine to make way for Anne, by annulling
his marriage with her on account of their rela-
tionship: what way could he contrive now to
remove Anne, so as to make way for Jane?
He began to entertain, or to pretend to en-
tertain, feelings of jealousy and suspicion that
Anne was unfaithful to him. One day, at a
sort of tournament in the park of the royal pal-
ace at Greenwich, when a great crowd of gayly-
dressed ladies and gentlemen were assembled
to witness the spectacle, the queen dropped her
nandkerchief. A gentleman whom the king had
suspected of being one of her favorites picked it
up. He did not immediately restore it to her
There was, besides, something in the air and
manner of the gentleman, and in the attendant
circumstances of the case, which the king’s mind
seized upon as evidence of criminal gallantry
between the parties. He was, or at least pre.
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Queen Anne arrested. She is sent to the Tower.

tended to be, in a great rage. He left the field
frnmediately and went to London. The tour.
aament was broken up in confusion, the queen
was seized by the king’s orders, conveyed to hex
palace in Greenwich, and shut up in her cham-
ber, with a lady who had always been her rival
and enemy to guard her. She was in great
consternation and sorrow, but she declared most
solemnly that she was innocent of any crime,
and had always been true and faithful to the
king.

The next day she was taken from her palace
at Greenwich up the river, probably in a barge
well guarded by armed men, to the Tower of
London. The Tower is an ancient and very ex-
tensive castle, consisting of a great number of
buildings inclosed within a high wall. It is in
the lower part of London, on the bank of the
"Thames, with a flight of stairs leading down to
the river from a great postern gate. The un-
happy queen was landed at these stairs and con-
veyed into the castle, and shut up-in a gloomy
apartment, with walls of stone and windows
barricaded with strong bars of iron. There
were four or five gentlemen, attendants upon
the queen in her palace at Greenwich, whom
the king suspected, or pretended to suspect, of



THE TOWER OF LONDON.
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Bufferings of the queen. Her mental distress.

being her accomplices in crime, that were ar-
rested at the same time with her and closely
confined.

‘When the poor queen was introduced intu
her dungeon, she fell on her lnees, and, in an
agony of terror and despair, she implored God
to help her in this hour of her extremity, and
most solemnly called him to witness that she
was innocent of the crime imputed to her charge.
Seeking thus a refuge in God calmed and com-
posed her in some small degree; but when,
again, thoughts of the imperious and implacable
temper of her husband came over her, of the
impetuousness of his passions, of the certainty
that he wished her removed out of the way in
order that room might be made for her rival,
and then, when her distracted mind turned to
the forlorn and helpless condition of her little
daughter Elizabeth, now scarcely three years
old, her fortitude and self-possession forsook her
entirely ; she sank half insane upon her bed, in
long and uncontrollable paroxysms of sobs and
tears, alternating with still more uncontroi.
able and frightful bursts of hysterical laugh-
ter.

The king sent a commission to take her ex-
amination. At the same time, he urged her

C
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Examination of Anne. Her letter to the king

by the persons whom he sent, to confess het
guilt, promising her that, if she did so, her life
should be spared. She, however, protested hex
innocence with-the utmost firmness and con-
stancy. She begged earnestly to be allowed tc
see the king, and, when this was refused, she
wrote a letter to him, which still remains, and
which expresses very strongly the acuteness >f
her mental sufferings. '

In this letter, she said that she was so dis-
tressed and bewildered by the king’s displeas-
ure and her imprisonment, that she hardly
knew what to think or to say. She assured
him that she had always been faithful and true
to him, and begged that he would not cast an
indelible stain upon her own fair fame and that
of her innocent and helpless child by such un-
just and groundless imputations. She begged
him to let her have a fair trial by impartial per-
sons, who would weigh the evidence against her
in a just and equitable manner. She was sure
that by this course her innocence would be es-
tablished, and he himself, and all mankind,
would see that she had been most ‘unjustly ac.
cused.

But if, on the other hand, she added, the king
had determined on her destruction, in vrder te
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Anne’s fellow-prisoners. They are executed.

remove an obstacle in the way of his possession
of a new object of love, she prayed that Gna
would forgive him and all her enemies for se
great a sin, and not call him to account for it
at the last day. She urged him, at all events,
to spare the lives of the four gentlemen wha
had been accused, as she assured him they were
wholly innocent of the crime laid to their charge,
begging him, if he had ever loved the name of
Anne Boleyn, to grant this her last request.
She signed her letter his ¢ most loyal and ever
faithful wife,” and dated it from her ¢ doleful
prison in the Tower.”

The four gentlemen were promised that their
lives should be spared if they would confess their
guilt. Onc of them did, accordingly, admit his
guilt, and the others persisted to the end in firm-
ly denying it. They who think Anne Boleyn
was innocent, suppose that the one who con-
fessed did it as the most likely mode of avert.
ing destruction, as m.en have often been known,
under the influence of fear, to confess crimes
of which it was afterward proved they cculil
not have been guilty. If this was his motive,
it was of no avail. The four persons accused,
after a very informal trial, in which nothing wag
really proved against them, were condemned,
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Anne tried and condemned. She protests her innocence

apparently to please the king, and were execu
ted together.

Three days after this the queen herself was
brought to trial before the peers. The number
of peers of the realm in England at this time
was fifty-three. - Only twenty-six were present
at the trial. The king is charged with making
such arrangements as to prevent the attendance
of those who would be unwilling to pass sen-
tence of condemnation. At any rate, those who
did attend professed to be satisfied of the guill
of the accused, and they senterced her to be
burned, or to be beheaded, at the pleasure of the
king. He decided that she should be beheaded.

The execution was to take place in a little
green area within the Tower. The platform
was erected here, and the block placed upon it,
the whole being covered with a black cloth, as
usual on such occasions. On the morning of
the fatal day, Anne sent for the constable of
the Tower to come in and receive her dying
protestations that she was innocent of the erimes
alleged against her. She told him that she un-
derstood that she was not to die until 12 o’clock,
and that she was sorry for it, for she wished to
have it over. The constable told her the pain
would be very slight and momentary. ¢ Yes,”
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Anne’s execution, Disposition of the body

she rejoined, “I am told that a very skillfu)
executioner is provided, and my neck is very
slender.”

At the appointed hour she was led out into
the court-yard where the execution was to take
place. There were about twenty persons pres-
ent, all officers of state or of the city of London.
The bodily suffering attendant upon the execu-
tion was very soon over, for the slender neck
was severed at a single blow, and probably all
sensibility to pain immediately ceased. Stil,
the lips and the eyes were observed to movs
and quiver for a few seconds after the separa-
tion of the head from the body. It was a relief,
however, to the spectators when this strange
and unnatural prolongation of the mysterious
functions of life came to an end.

No coffin had been provided. They found,
liowever, an old wooden chest, made to contain
arrows, lying in one of the apartments of the
tower, which they used instead. They first
laid the decapitated trunk within it, and then
adjusted the dissevered head to its place, as if
vainly attempting to repair the irretrievable in-
jury they had done. They hurried the body.
thus enshrined, to its burial in a chapel, which
was also within the tower, doing all with such
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The king’s hrutality. Elizabeth'’s forlorn condition

dispatch that the whole was finished before the
clock struck twelve ; and the next day the un
feeling monster who was the author of this dread
ful deed was publicly married to his new faver-
ite, Jane Seymour.

The king had not merely procured Anne’s
personal condemnation ; he had also obtained a
decree annulling his marriage with her, on the
ground of her having been, as he atterpted
to prove, previously affianced to another man
This was, obviously, a mere pretense. The ob-
ject was to cut off Elizabeth’s rights to inherit
the crown, by making his marriage with her
mother void. Thus was the little princess left

motherless and friendless when only three years
old.
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Klizabeth’s conditicn at the death of her mother. Her residenca

Cuarrer 1L
The CHILDHOOD OF A PRINCESS.

LIZABETH was about three years old at

the death of her mother. She was a prin-
cess, but she was left in a very forlorn and des-
olate condition. She was not, however, entirely
abandoned. Her claims to inherit the crown
had been set aside, but then she was, as all ad-
mitted, the daughter of the king, and she must,
of course, be the object of a certain degree of
consideration and ceremony. It would be en-
tirely inconsistent with the notions of royal dig-
nity which then prevailed to have her treated
like an ordinary child.

She had a residence assigned her at a placo
called Hunsdon, and was put under the charge
of a governess whose name was Lady Bryan
There is an ancient letter from Lady Bryan
still extant, which was written to one of tiw
king’s officers about Elizabeth, explaining hev
destitute condition, and asking for a more suit-
able supply for her wants. It may entertain
the reader to.see this relic, which not only illus-
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Letter of Lady Bryan, Elizabeth’s governess.

trates our little heroine’s condition, but alse
shows how great the changes are which our lan-
guage has undergone within the last three hund
tod years. 'T'he letter, as here given, is abridg-
el a little from the original:

Wy Bory:

TWHhen pour Forvship was last heve, it pleaseo
pou to say that 3 should not be mistrustful of the Wing's
@race, nor of pour FLordship, which word was of great com=
fort to nre, and embolveneth ne notw to speal my poor mins.

Not so it 1s, mp Lordy, that mp BLavy Elizabeth is put
from the vegree she was afove, and twhat vegree she s at
not* % Knolv not but by hearsay. Thevefore ¥ know 1ot
bow to ovder her, nor mpself, nov none of hevs that ¥ bhavs
the vule of—that is, her women any hev grooms. ut ¥ be=
seech pou to be good, my FLord, fo er and to all ers, and to
let Dexr have some vapment; for she has neither gown, nor
kivtle, nov o manner of liven, nov fovesniocks, nov Kevehiefs,
nor sleeves, norv rails, nov bodystitchets, nov mufflers, nov
biggins. QI these her Grace’s wants X habe vriben of ag
long ag ¥ caw, by mp troth, but ¥ can not any longer. Ise-
seeching pou, mp Fovrd, that pou Will see that her Grarce
may Have that is neevful for her, anv that E may know from
pou, in writing, holw 3 shall ovder mpself fowarys her, and
whatever (s the Bing's Grrace’s pleasuve anl pours, i1 chery
thing, that % shall ve.

iy FLovrd Pv. Shelton wouiv habe my Lavy FElirabsth
to Dine and sup at the boary of estate. &Alas, my Fory [t
s not meet for a chilv of hev age to keep such vule pet. ¥}
prowdse pou, myp Ford, ¥ vave not take upow me to Heeg

* That is, in what light the king and the government wish
to have her regarded, and how they wish her to be treated
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Conclusion of letter. Troubles and trials of infancy

per in health and she keep that vule; for theve she shall st
uibers meats, anv fruits, any wines, which would be Hard
for me to vestrain per Errace from it. ¥ou Know, nrp Lory,
theve is wo place of covrection® theve, and she is pet too
poung to corvect greatly. ¥ Ko well, and she e there, X
sball never bring her up to the HWing's Erare’s honor nov
hers, nov to her health, wor wmp poor howesty. TdWhevefore,
¥ Deseech zou, my Fory, that mp Ladvy may bave z ness
of meat to her own lodging, with a goob Vish ovr {wo that is
meet for hev @Grace to eat of.

My Bavy hath itlcwise great pain Wwith her teeth, and
thep come bery slotwly forth, and this causeth we to suffer
ber @vace to habe her Will move than ¥ wouln. ¥ trust fo
@ov, anv her teeth Wweve well graft, to habe her Grace after
another fashion than she is yet, so as ¥ trust the Bing's
@rvace shall habe great comfort in her Crrace; for she s as
tonarl a chily, anv as gentle of conditions, as eber ¥ Kneln
any inmy life.  FPesu preserbe her race.

@ood my Bord, habe my Lavy’'s Grace, anv us that ve
ber poor serbants, fi pour renembyance.

This letter evinces that strange mixture of
state and splendor with discomfort and destitu-
tion, which prevailed very extensively in royal
households in those early times. A part of the
privation which Elizabeth seems, from this let
ter, to have endured, was doubtless owing to the
rough manners of the day ; but there is no doubt
that she was also, at least for a time, in a neg
lected and forsaken condition. The new (ueen,
Jane Seymour, who succeeded Elizabeth’s moth-

* That ‘is. opportunity for correction.
PP Y
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Birth of Edward. . The king reconciled to his daughters

er, had a son a year or two after her marriage.
He was named Edward. Thus Henry had
three children, Mary, Elizabeth, and Edward,
aach one the child of a different wife; and the
last of them, the son, appears to have monopo-
lized, for a time, the king’s affection and care.
Still, the hostility which the king had felt for
these queens in succession was owing, as has
been already said, to his desire to remove them
out of his way, that he might be at liberty to
marry again; and so, after the motners were,
one after another, removed, the hostility itself,
so far as the children were concerned, gradually
subsided, and.the king began to look both upon
Mary and Elizabeth with favor again, He
even formed plans for marrying Elizabeth tc
persons of distinction in foreign countries, and
he entered into some negotiations for this pur-
pose. He had a decree passed, too, at last, re-
versing the sentence by which the two princess-
¢s were cut off from an inheritance of the crown
Thus they wese restored, during their father's
life, to their proper rank as royal princesses.
At last the king died in 1547, leaving only
these three children, each one the child of a difs
ferent wife. Mary was a maiden lady, of about
thirty-one years of age. She was a stern, aus-
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tere, hard-hearted woman, whom nobody loved
She was the daughter of King Henry’s first wife,
Catharine of Aragon, and, like her mother, was
& decided Catholic.

Next came Elizabeth, who was about four-
teen years of age. She was the daughter of
the king’s second wife, Queen Anne Boleyn.
She had been educated a Protestant. She was
not pretty, but was a very lively and sprightly
child, altogether different in her cast of charac-
ter and in her manners from her sister Mary.

Then, lastly, there was Edward, the son of
Jane Seymour, the third queen. He was about
nine years of age at his father’s death. He was
a boy of good character, mild and gentle in his
disposition, fond of study and reflection, and a
general favorite with all who knew him.

It was considered in those days that a king
might, in some sense, dispose of his crown by
will, just as, at the present time, a man may
bequeath his house or his farm. Of course,
there were some limits to this power, and the
concurrence of Parliament seems to have Leen
required to the complete validity of such a set-
tlement. King Henry the Eighth, however, had
little difficulty in carrying any law through Par-
tiamient which he desired to have enacted. 1t
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King Henry’s violence. The order of succession

is sald that, on one occasion, when there was
some delay about passing a bill of his, he sent
for one of the most influential of the members
ef the House of Commons to come into his pres:
snce. The member came and kneeled before
him. “Ho, man!? said the king, “and will
they not suffer my bill to pass?”  He then came
up and put his hand upon the kneeling legisla-
tor’s head, and added, “Get my bill passed to-
morrow, or else by to-morrow this head of yours
shall be off.” The next day the bill was passed
accordingly.

King Henry, before he died, arranged the or-
der of succession to the throne as follows: Ed-
ward was to succeed him ; but, as he was a mi-
nor, being then only nine years of age, a great
council of state, consisting of sixteen persons of
the highest rank, was appointed to govern the
kingdom in his name until he should be eight-
een years of age, when he was to become king
in reality as well as in name. In case he
should die without heirs, then Mary, his old-
est sister, was to succeed him; and if she died
without heirs, then Elizabeth was to succeed
her. This arrangement went into full effect.
The council governed the kingdom in Edward’s
name until he was sixteen ycars ol age, when



1547.] CuILpHOOD or a IRINCESS. 17

Elizabeth’s troulles The two Seymours

he died. Then Mary followed, and reigned as
queen five years longer, and died without chil-
dren, and during all this time Elizabeth held
he 1ank of a princess, exposed to a thousand
difficulties and dangers from the plots, intrigues,
and conspiracies of those about her, in which,
on account of her peculiar position and pros
pects, she was nécessarily involved.

One of the worst of these cases occurred soon
after her father’sdeath. There were two broth-
ers of Jane Seymour, who were high in King
Henry’s favor at the time of his decease  The
oldest is known in history by his title of the
Earl of Hertford at first, and afterward by
that of Duke of Somerset. The youngest was
called Sir Thomas Seymour. They were both
made members of the government which was
t» administer the affairs of state during young
Edward’s minority. They were not, however,
satisfied with any moderate degree of power.
Being brothers of Jane Seymour, who was Ed-
ward’s mother, they were his uncles, of course,
and the oldest one soon succeeded in causing
himself to be appointed protector. By this of.
fice he was, in fact, king, all except in name.
~ The younger brother, who was an agrecable
aud accomplished man, paid his addresses to the
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The queen dowager’s marr'age. The Seymours quarrel

yueen dowager, that is, to the widow whorr
King Henry left, for the last of his wives was
living at the time of his death. She consented
te marry him, and the marriage took place al-
most immediately after the king’s death—-so
scon, in fact, that it was considered extremely
hasty and unbecoming. This queen dowager
had two houses left to her, one at Chelsea, and
the other at Hanwoerth, towns some little dis-
tance up the river from London. Here she re-
sided with her new husband, sometimes at one
of the houses, and sometimes at the other. The
king had also directed, in his will, that the Prin-
cess Klizabeth should be under her care, so that
Elizabeth, immediately after her father’s death,
lived at one or the other of these two houses un-
der the care of Seymour, who, from having been
her uncle, became now, in some sense, her fa-
ther. He was a sort of uncle, for he was the
brother of one of her father’s wives. He wasa
gort of father, for he was the husband of anoth-
er of them. Yet, really, by blood, there was no
relation between them.

The two brothers, Somerset and Seymecur,
quarreled. Each was very ambitious, and very
jealous of the other. Somerset, in addition to
being appointed protector by the council, got a
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grant of power from the young king called a
paterit. 'T'his commission was executed with
great formality, and was sealed with the great
sval of state, and it made Somerset, in some
measure independent of the other nobles whom
King Henry had associated with him in the gov-
srnment. By this patent he was placed in su-
preme command of all the forces by land and
sea. He had a seat on the right hand of the
throne, under the great canopy of state, and
whenever he went abroad on public occasions,
ne assumed all the pomp and parade which
would have been expected in a real king. Young
Edward was wholly under his influence, and did
alwayvs whatever Somerset recommended him to
do. Seymour was very jealous of all this great-
ness, and was contriving every means in his
power to circumvent and supersede his brother.

"The wives, too, of these great statesmen quar.
reled. 'The Duchess of Somerset thought she
was entitled to the precedence, because she was
the wile of the protector, who, being a kind of
regent, she thought he was entitled to have his
wife considered as a sort of queen. The wifs
of Seymour, on the other hand, contended that
she was entitled to the precedence as a real
queen, having been herself the actual consort

L
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of a reigning monarch. The two ladies disput-
ed perpetually on this point, which, of course,
vould never be settled. They enlisted, howev-
er, on their respective sides various partisans,
producing a great deal of jealousy and ill will,
and increasing the animosity of their husbands.

All this time the celebrated Mary Queen of
Snots was an infant in Janet Sinclair’s arms,
at the castle of Stirling, in Scotland. King
Henry, during his life, had made a treaty with
the government of Scotland, by which it was
agreed that Mary should be married to his son
Edward as soon as the two children sh(ou}d have
grown to maturity ; but afterward, the govern-
ment of Scotland having fallen from Protestant
into Catholic hands, they determined that this
match must be given up. The English author-
ities were very much incensed. They wished
to have the marriage take effect, as 1t would
end in uniting the Scotch and English king-
doms; and the protector, when a time arrived
which he thought was favorable for his purpose,
raised an army and marched northward to makhs
war upon Scotland, and compel the Scots to
fulfill the contract of marriage.

‘While his brother was gone to the northward,
Seymour remained at home, and endeavored, by
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every means within his reach, to strengthen his
own influence and increase his power. He con.
triver. to obtain from the council of government
the ottice of lord high admiral, which gave him
the command of the fleet, and made him, next
to his brother, the most powerful and important
personage in the realm. He had, besides, as
has already been stated, the custody and care .
of Elizabeth, who lived in his house; though,
as he was a profligate and unprincipled man,
this position for the princess, now fast growing
up to womanhood, was considered by many per-
sons as of doubtful propriety. Still, she was at
present only fourteen years old. There was
another young lady likewise in his family, a
aniece of King Henry, and, of course, a second
cousin of Elizabeth. Her name was Jane Grey.
[t was a very unhappy family. The manners
and habits of all the members of it, excepting
Jane Grey, seem to have been very rude and
irregular. The admiral quarreled with his wife
and was jealous of the very servants who wait-
ed upon her. The queen observed somethi: ¢
in the manners of her husband toward the young
princess which made her angry both with hin
and her. Elizabeth resented this, and a violent
yuarrel ensued, which ended in their separation
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Elizabeth went away, and resided afterward at
a place called Hatfield.

Very soon after this, the queen dewager died
saddenly. People accused Seymour, her hus.
band, of having poisoned her, in order to malko
way for the Princess Elizabeth to be his wife.
He denied this, but he immediately began to
lay his plans for securing the hand of Elizabeth.
There was a probability that she might, at some
future time, succeed to the crown, and then, if
%e were her husband, he thought he should be
the real sovereign, reigning in her name.

Elizabeth had in her household two persons,
a certain Mrs. Ashley, who was then her gov-
erness, and a man named Parry, who was a sort
of treasurer. He was called the cofferer. The
admiral gained these persons over to his inter-
ests, and, through them, attempted to open
communications with Elizabeth, and persuade
her to enter into his designs. Of course, the
whole affair was managed with great secrecy
They were all liable to a charge of treascn
against the government of Edward by such
plots, as his ministers and counselors might
maintain that {heir design was to overthrow Ed.
ward’s govermuent and make Elizabeth queen
They, therefore, were all banded together t«
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keep their councils secret, and Klizabeth was
drawn, in some degree, into the scheme, though
precisely how far was never fully known. It
was supposed that she began to love Seymour,
although he was very much older than herself,
and to be willing to become hic wife. It is not
surprising that, neglected and forsaken as she
had been, she should have been inclined to re-
gard with favor an agreeable and influential
man, who expressed a strong affection for her.
and a warm interest in her welfare.

However this may be, Elizabeth was one
day struck with consternation at hearing that
Seymour was arrested by order of his brother,
‘who had returned from Scotland and had re-
ceived information of his designs, and that he
had been committed to the Tower. IHe had a
hurried and irregular trial, or what, in those
days, was called a trial. The council went them-
selves to the Tower, and had him brought before
them and examined. He demanded to have the
charges made out in form, and ‘he witnesses
gonfronted with him, but the council were satis
fied of his guilt without these formalities. The
Parliament immediately afterward passed a bill
of attainder against him, by which he was sen-
tenced to death. His brother, the protector
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gigned the warrant for his execution, and he
was beheaded on Tower Hill

“The protector sent two messengers in the
sourse of this affair to Elizabeth, to see what
they could ascertain from her about it. Sir
Robert Tyrwhitt was the name of the principal
cne of these messengers. When the cofferer
learned that they were at the gate, he went in
great terror into his chamber, and said that he
was undone. At the same time, he pulled off a
chain from his neck, and the rings from his fin-
gers, and threw them away from him with ges-
ticulations of despair. The messengers then
came to Elizabeth, and told her, falsely as it
seems, with a view to frighten her into confes-
sions, that Mrs. Ashley and the cofferer were
both secured and sent to the Tower. She seem-
ed very much alarmed; she wept bitterly, and
it was a long time before she regained her com-
posure. She wanted to know whether they
had -confessed any thing. Tke protector’s mes-
sengers would not tell her this, but they urged
her to confess herself all that had occurred ; for,
whatever it was, they said that the evil and
shame would all be ascribed to the other per-
sons concerned, and not to her, on account of
her youth and inexpericnce. But Elizahetk
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would confess nothing. The messerigers wen?
away, convinced, as they said, that she was
guilty ; they could see that in her countenance ;
wnd that her silence was owing to her firm de-
termination not to betray her lover. They sent
word to the protector that they did not believe
that any body would succeed in drawing the
least information from her, unless it was the
protector, or young King Edward himself.

These mysterious circumstances produced a
somewhat unfavorable impression in regard to
Elizabeth, and there were some instances, it was
said, of light and trifling behavior between Eliz-
abeth and Seymour, while she was in his house
during the life-time of his wife. They took
place in the presence of Seymour’s wife, and
seem of no consequence, except to show that
dukes and princesses got into frolics sometimes
in those days as well as other mortals. People
censured Mus. Ashley for not enjoining a great-
er dignity and propriety of demeanor in her
young charge, and the government removed her
from her place.

Liady - Tyrwhitt, who was the wife of the
messenger referred to above that was sent to
examine Elizabeth, was appointed to succeed
Mrs. Ashley. Elizabeth was very much dis-
leased at this change. She told Lady Ty
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whitt that Mrs. Ashley was her mistress, and
that ehe had not done any thing to make it nce-
agsary for the council to put more mistresses
wver her.” Sir Robert wrete to the protector
that she took the affair so heavily that she
“wept all night, and lowered all the next day.”
He said that her attachment to Mrs. Ashley
was very strong; and that, if any thing were
said against the lord ad’miral, she could not bear
to hear it, but took up his defense in the most
prompt and eager manner. ‘

How far it is true that Elizabeth loved the
unfortunate Seymour can now never be known
There is no doubt, however, but that this whole
affair was a very severe trial and affliction to
her. It came upon her when she was but four-
teen or fifteen years of age, and when she was
in a position, as well of an age, which ren-
ders the heart acutely sensitive both to the ei-
fect of kindness and of injuries. Seymour, by
his death, was lost to her forever, and Elizabeth
lived in great retirement and seclusivn during
tie vemainder of her brother’s reign. She dil
nst, however, forget Mrs. Ashley and Parry
On her accession to the throne, many years af.
terward, she gave them oflices very valuable,
considering their station in life, and was a true
‘riend to them both to the end of their days. .
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Lady Jane Grey. Her disposition and character

Cuaarrer IIL
Lapy JaneE GrEY.

MONG Elizabeth’s companions and play-

‘miates in her early years was a young
lady, her cousin, as she was often called, thoug\h
she was really the daughter of her cousin, named
Jane Grey, commonly called in history Lady
Jane Grey. Her mother was the Marchioness
of Dorset, and was the daughter of one of King
Henry the Eighth’s sisters. King Henry had
named her as the next in the order of succession
after his own children, that is, after Edward his
son, and Mary and Elizabeth his two daughters ;
and, consequently, though she was very young,
yet, as she might one day be Queen of England,
she was a personage of considerable importance.
She was, accordingly, kept near the court, and
shared, in some respects, the education and the
studies of the two princesses.

Lady Jane was about four years jounger
than the Princess Elizabeth, and the sweetness
of her disposition, united with an extraordinary
intellectual superiority, which showed itself ai
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a very early period, made her a universal favor-
ite. Her father and mother, the Marquis and
Marchioness of Dorset, lived at an estate they
possessed, called Broadgate, in Leicestershire,
which is in the central part of England, although
they took their title from the county of Dorset,
which is on the southwestern coast. They were
very proud of their daughter, and attached in-
finite importance to her descent from Henry
VIIL., and to the possibility that she might one
day succeed to the English throne. They were
very strict and severe in their manners, and
paid great attention to etiquette and punetilio,
as persons who are ambitious of rising in the
world are very apt to do. In all ages of the
world, and among all nations, those who have
long been accustomed to a high position are
easy and unconstrained in their manners and
demeanor, while those who have been newly
advanced from a lower station, or who are an-
ticipating or aspiring to such an advance, make
themselves slaves to the rules of etiquette and
seromony. It was thus that the father and
mother of Lady Jane, anicipating that sha
might one day become a queen, watched and
guarded her incessantly, subjected her to a
‘thonsand unwelcome restraints, and repressed
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all the spontaneous and natural gayety and
sprightliness which belongs properly to such a
ohild. |

She became, however, a very excellent schol-
ar in consequence of this state of things. She
had a private teacher, a man of great eminence
for his learning and abilities, and yet of a very
kind and gentle spirit, which enabled him to
gain a strong hold on his pupil’s affection and
regard. His name was John Aylmer. The
Marquis of Dorset, Lady Jane’s father, became
acquainted with Mr. Aylmer when he was quite
young, and appointed him, when he had finished
his education, to come and reside in his family
as chaplain and tutor to his children. Aylmer
afterward became a distinguished man, was
made Bishop of London, and held many high
offices of state under Queen Elizabeth, when
she came to reign. He became very much at-
tached to Queen Elizabeth in the middle and
latter part of his life, as he had been to Lady
Jane in the early part of it. A curious incident
ocourred during the time that he was in the
service of Elizabeth, which illustrates the char.
acter of .the man. The queen was suffering
from tha toothache, and it was necessary that
the tooth should be extracted. The surgeom
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was ready with his instruments, and several
ladies and gentlemen of the royal householdl
were in the queen’s room commiserating her
mifferings ; but the queen dreaded the operation
#0 excessively that she could not summon fin-
titude enough to submit to it. Aylmer, after
trying some time in vain to encourage her, took
his seat in the chair instead of her, and said to
the surgeon, “I am an old man, and have but
few teeth to lose; but come, draw this one, and
let her majesty see how light a matter it is.”
One would not have supposed that Elizabeth
would have allowed this to be done ; but she did ;
and, finding that Aylmer made so light of the
operation, she submitted to have it performed
upon herself.

But to return to Lady Jane. She was very
strongly attached to her teacher, and made great
progress in the studies which he arranged for
her. Ladies of high rank, in those days, were
accustomed to devote great attention to the an-
cient and modern languages. There was, in
fact, a great necessity then, as indeed there is
aow, for a European princess to be acquainted
with the principal languages of Europe; for the
various royal families were continually inter-
marrying with each other, which led to a great
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many visits, and other intercourse between the
different courts. There was also a great dval
sf intercourse with the pope, in which the Latin
language was the medium of communication.
Lady Jane devoted a great deal of time to all
these studies, and made rapid proficiency in
them all.

The Princess Elizabeth was also an excellent
scholar. Her teacher was a very learned and
celebrated man, named Roger Ascham. She
spoke French and Italian as fluently as she
did English. She also wrote and spoke Latin
with correctness and readiness. She made con-
siderable progress in Greek too. She could
write the Grreek character very beautifully, and
could express herself tolerably well in conversa-
tion in that language. One of her companions,
a young lady of the name of Cecil, is said to
have spoken Greek as well as English. Roger
Ascham took great interest in advancing the
princess in these studies, and in the course of
these his instructions he became acquainted
with Lady J ane, and he praises very highly, in
his letters, the industry and assidnity of Lady
Jane in similar pursuits.

One day Roger Ascham, being on a journey
from the north of England to London, stopped
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to make a call at the mansion of the Marquis
of Dorset. He found that the family were all
away ; they had gone off upon a hunting ex-
sursion in the park. Lady Jane, however, had
been left at home, and Ascham went in to see
her. He found ber in the library reading Greek.
Ascham examined her a little, and was very
much surprised to find how well acquainted
with the language she had become, although
she was then only about fifteen years old. He
told her that he should like very much to have
her write him a letter in Greek, and this she
readily promised to do. He asked her, also,
how it happened that, at her age, she had made
such advances in learning. “1 will tell you,”
said she, “how it has happened. One of the
greatest benefits that God ever conferred upon
me was in giving me so sharp and severe par-
ents and so gentle a teacher: for, when I am
in the presence of either my father or mother,
whether I speak, keep silence, sit, stand, or go;
eat, drink, be merry or sad; be sewing, play.
ing, dancing, or doing any thing else, I musi
do it, as it were, in just such weight, measure,
and number, as perfectly as possible, or else 1
am so sharply taunted, so cruelly threatened,
yea, presently, sometimes with pinches, nips, and
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bobs, and other ways, which I will not name
{or the honor I bear my parents, that I am con.
tinually teased and tormented. And then, when
the time comes for me to go to Mr. Elsmer, he
teaches me so gently, so pleasantly, and with
such fair allurements to learning, that I think
all the time nothing while I am with him ; and
I am always sorry to go away from him, be-
cause whatsoever else I do but learning is full
of grief, trouble, fear, and suffering.”

Lady Jane Grey was an intimate friend and
companion of the young King Edward as long
as he lived. Edward died when he was sixteen
years of age, so that he did not reach the period
which his father had assigned for his reigning
in his own name. One of King Edward’s most
prominent and powerful ministers during the
latter part of his life was the Earl of Northum-
berland. The original name of the Earl of
Northumberland was John Dudley. He was
one of the train who came in the procession at
the close of the baptism of Elizabeth, carrying
the presents. He was a Protestant, and was
very friendly to Edward and to Iady Jane
Grey, for they were Protestants too. But his
feelings and policy were hostile to Mary, for she
was a Catholic. Mary was sometimes treated

E
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very harshly by him, and she was subjected te
many privations and hardships on account of
her religious faith. The government of Ed.
ward justified these measures, on account of
the necessity of promoting the Reformation, and
discouraging popery by every means in their
power. Northumberland supposed, too, that it
was safe to do this, for Edward being very
young, it was probable that he would live and
reign a long time. It is true that Mary was
named, in her father’s will, as his successor, if
she outlived him, but then it was highly prob-
akie that she would not outlive him, for she was
several years older than he.

All these calculations, however, were spoiled
by the suddon failure of Edward’s healta when
he was sixieen years old. Northumberland was
much alarmed at this. He knew at once that if
Edward should die, and Mary succeed him, all
his power would be gone, and he determined to
make desperate efforts to prevent such a resuli,

It must not be understood, however, that in
moming to this resolution, Northumberland con.
sidered himself as intending and planning a de-
liberate usurpation of power. There was a real
uncertainty in respect to the question who was
the true and rightful heir to the erown. Nor.
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thumberland was, undoubtedly, strongly biased
by his interest, but he may have been uncon-
scious of the bias, and in advocating the mode
of suocession on which the continuance of his
own power depended, he may have really be-
lieved that he was only maintaining what was
in itself rightful and just.

In fact, there is no mode which human inge-
nuity has ever yet devised for determining the
hands in which the supreme executive of a na-
tion shall be lodged, which will always avoid
doubt and contention. If this power devolves
by hereditary descent, no rules can be made so
minute and full as that cases will not some-
times occur that will transcend them. If, on
the other hand, the plan of election be adopted,
there will often be technical doubts about a por-
tion of the votes, and cases will sometimes occur
where the result will depend upon this doubtful
portion. Thus there will be disputes under any
system, and ambitious men will seize such oc-
easions to struggle for power.

In order that our readers may clearly under-
stand the nature of the plan which Northum.
berland adopted, we present, on the following
page, a sort of genealogical table of the royal
family of Hingland in the days of Elizabeth.



QueEEN EvrizasaTh [1550

63

Queen Elizabeth’s family connections.
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Explanation of the table. King Itoury’s will

By examination of this table, it will be seen
that King Henry VII. left a son and two daugh-
ters. The son was King Henry VIIL, and &e
had three children. His third child was King
Edward VI, who was now about to die. Th»
other two were the Princesses Mary and Eliza-
beth, who would naturally be considered the
next heirs after Edward; and besides, King
Henry had left a will, as has been already ex-
plained, confirming their rights to the succes-
sion. This will he had made near the time of
his death; but it will be recollected that, dur-
ing his life-time, both the marriages from which
these princesses had sprung had been formally
annulled. His marriage with Catharine of Ar-
agon had been annulled on one plea, and that
of Anne Boleyn on another. Both these decrees
of annulment had afterward been revoked, and
the right of the princesses to succeed had been
restored, or attempted to be restored, by the will
Still, it admitted of a question, after all, whether
Mary and Elizabeth were to be considered as the
children of true and lawful wives or not.

If they were not, then Lady Jane Grey was
the next heir, for she was placed next to the
princesses by King Henry the Eighth's will.
This will, for some reason or other. set aside all



70 QueeN ErLizasern. [1550

Various claimants for the threne. Perpiexing questiona

the descendants of Margaret, who went to Scot-
land as the wife of James IV. of that country.
‘What right the king had thus to disinherit tke
children of his sister Margaret was a great
question. Among her descendants was Mary
Queen of Scots, as will be seen by the table,
and she was, at this time, the representative of
that branch of the family. 'The friends of Mary
Queen of Scots claimed that she was the law-
ful heir to the English throne after Edward
They maintained that the marriage of Catha-
rine, the Princess Mary’s mother, and also that
of Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth’s mother, had both
been annulled, and that the will could not re-
store them. They maintained, also, that the
will was equally powerless in setting aside the
claims of Margaret, her grandmother. Mary
Queen of Scots, though silent now, advanced
her claim subsequently, and made Elizabeth a
great deal of trouble.

Then there was, besides these, a third party,
who maintained that King Henry the Eighth's
will was not effectual in legalizing again the
annulled marriages, but that it was sufficient
to set aside the claims of Margaret. Of course,
with them, Lady Jane Grey; who, as will he
seen by the table, was the representative of the
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Power of Northumberland. . His schemes.

second sister of Henry VIIL, was the only heir
The Earl of Northumberland embraced this
view. His motive was to raise Lady Jane Grey
to tho throne, in order to exclude the Princess
Mary, whose accession he knew very well wonld
bring all his greatness to a very sudden end.

The Earl of Northumberland was at this
time the principal minister of the young king.
The protector Somerset had fallen long ago.
Northumberland, whose name was then John
Dudley, had supplanted him, and had acquired
so great influence and power at court that al-
most every thing seemed to be at his disposal.
He was, however, generally hated by the other
courtiers and by the nation. Men who gain the
confidence of a young or feeble-minded prinee,
so as to wield a great power not properly their
own, are almost always odious. It was expected,
however, that his career would be soon brought
to an end, as all knew that King Edward must
die, and it was generally understood that Mary
was to succeed him.

Northumberland, however, was very anxious
to devise some scheme to continue his power,
and in revolving the subject in his mind, he
conceived of plans which seemed to promise not
wly to continue, but also greatly to increase it
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Marriage of Lady Jane. Feelings of the peopla

His scheme was to have the princesses’ claims
set aside, and Lady Jane Grey raised to the
throne. He had several sons. One of them
was young, handsome, and accornplished. He
thought of proposing him to Lady Jane’s father
as the husband of Lady Jane, and, to induce
the marquis to consent to this plan, he promised
to obtain a dukedom for him by means of his
influence with the king. The marquis agreed
to the proposal. Lady Jane did not object to
‘the husband they offered her: The dukedom
was obtained, and the marriage, together with
two others which Northumberland had arrang-
ed to strengthen his influence, were celebrated,
all on the same day, with great festivities and
vejoicings.  The people looked on moodily, jeal-
ous and displeased, though they had no open
ground of displeasure, except that it was un-
suitable to have such scenes of gayety and re
joicing ‘among the high officers of the court
while the young monarch himself was lying
upon Lis dying bed. 'They did not yet know
that it was Northumberland’s plan to raise his
tew daughter-in-law to the throne.
Northumberland thought it would greatly in
crease his prospect of success if he could ob-
tain some act of acknowledgment of Lady Jane’s
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Efforts to set Mary aside. ~ Northumberland works on the young king

claims to the crown before Edward died. An
opportunity soon occurred for effecting this pur
pose. One day, as he was sitting by young Ed-
ward’s bedside. he turned the conversaticn to
the subject of the Reformation, which had made
great progress during Edward’s reign, and he
led Edward on in the conversation, until he re-
marked that it was a great pity to have the
work all undone by Mary’s accession, for she
was a Catholic, and would, of course, endeavor
to bring the country back again under the spir-
itual dominion of Rome. Northumberland then
told him that there was one way, and one way
only, to avert such a calamity, and that was te
make Lady Jane his heir instead of Mary.

King Edward was a very thoughtful, consid-
erate, and conscientious boy, and was very de-
sirous of doing what he considered his duty. He
thought it was his duty to do all in his power
to sustain the Reformation, and to prevent the
Catholic power from gaining ascendency in Iin-
gland again. He was, therefore, easily persua-
ded to accede to Northumberland’s plan, espe-
cially as he was himself strongly attached to
Liady Jane, who had often been his playmate
and companion.

The king accordingly sent for three judges
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Conduct of the judgea.; Pardm;b—y anticipation

of the realm. and directed them to draw up a
deed ! assignment, by which the crown was to
be eonveyed to Lady Jare on the young king’s
doath, Mary and Elizabeth being alike exclu-
ded. The judges were afraid to do this; for,
by King Henry the Eighth’s settlement of the
crown, all those persons who should do any
thing to disturb the succession as he arranged
it were declared to be guilty of high treason.
The judges knew very well, therefore, that if
they should de what the king required of them,
and then, if the friends of Liady Jane should fail
of establishing her upon the throne, the end of
the affair would be the cutting off of their own
heads in the Tower. They represented this to
the king, and begged to be excused from theé
duty that he required of them. Northumber-
land was in a great rage at this, and seemed
almost ready to break out against the judges in
open violence. They, however, persisted in their
refusal to do what they well knew would sub-
ject them to the pains and penalties of treason

Northumberland, finding that threats and vi.
eience would not succeed, contrived anhother
mode of obviating the difficulty. He proposed
to protect the judges from any possible evil con-
sequences of their act by a formal pardon for it
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Edward’s deed of settlement. Plan to entrap the princessea

signed by the king, and sealed with the great
seal, so that, in case they were ever charged
with treason, the pardon would save them from
punishment. This plan succeeded. The par-
lon was made out, being written with great
formality upon a parchment roll, and sealed
with the great seal. The judges then prepared
and signed the deed of settlement by which the
crown was given to Lady Jane, though, after all,
they did it with much reluctance and many
forebodings.

Northumberland next wanted to contrive
some plan for getting the princesses into his
power, in order to prevent their heading any
movement in behalf of their own claims at the
death of the king. He was also desirous of
making such arrangements as to conceal the
death of the king for a few days after it should
take place, in' order that he might get Lady
Jane and her officers in complete possession of
the kingdom before the demise of the crown
should be generally known. For this purpose
he dismissed the regular physicians who had at-
tended upon the king, and put him under the
charge of a woman, who pretended that she had
a medicine that would certainly cure him. He
sent, also, messengers to the princesses, whe
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Death of Edward Escape of the princessea,

were then in the country north of London, re-
guesting that they would come to Greenwich.
te be near the sick chamber where their broth.
er was lying, that they might cheer and com-
fort him in his sickness and pain.

The princesses obeyed the summons. They
each sat out immediately on the journey, and
moved toward London on their way to Green-
wich. In the mean time, Edward was rapidly
declining. 'The change in the treatment which
took place when his physicians left him, made
him worse instead of better. His cough in-
creased, his breathing became more labored and
difficult; in a word, his case presented all the
symptoms of approaching dissolution. Atlength
he died. Northumberland attempted to keep
the fact concealed until after the princesses
should arrive, that he might get them into his
power. Some faithful friend, however, made
all haste to meet them, in order to inform them
what was going on. In this way Mary received
intelligence of her brother’s death when she had
almost reached London, and was informed, also,
of the plans of Northumberland for raising Lady
Jane to the throne. The two princesses were
extremely alarmed, and both turned back at
once toward the northward again  Mary stopped
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Precautions oy Mary. Lady Jane proclaimed queen

tc write a letter *o the council, remonstrating
against their delay in proclaiming ber queen
and then proceeded rapidly to a strong castle
at a place called Framlingham, in the county
of Suffolk, on the eastern coast of Ingland
She made this her head-quarters, because she
supposed that the people of that county were
particularly friendly to her; and then, besides,
it was near the sea, and, in case the course of
events should turn against her, she could make
her escape to foreign lands. It is true that the
prospect of being fugitive and an exile was
very dark and gloomy, but it was not so terrible
as the idea of being shut up a prisoner in the
Tower, or being beheaded on a block for treason.

In the mean time, Northumberland went, at
the head of a troop of his adherents, to the res-
idence of Lady Jane Grey, informed her of the
death of Edward, and announced to her their
determination to proclaim her queen. Lady
Jane was very much astonished at this news.
A3 first she absolutely refused the offered hon-.
a3 but the solicitations and urgency of Ncr
thumberland, and of her father and her young
husband, at length prevailed. She was con-
Jucted to London, and instated in at least tha
semblance of power.
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Grea 2xcitement. Public opinic 2 .n favor of Mars;.

As the news of these transactions spread
¢hriu zhout the land, a universal and strong ex-
citement was produced, every body at once tak-
ing sides either for Mary o Lady Jane. Bands
of armed men began to assemble. It soon be.
came apparent, however, that, beyond the imme
diate precincts of London, the country was al-
most unanimous for Mary. They dreaded, it
i3 true, the danger which they anticipated from
her Catholic faith, but still they had all consid-
ered it a settled point, since the death of Henry
the Eighth, that Mary,was to reign wheneve:z
Edward should die ; and this general expecta-
tion that she would be queen had passed w-
sensibly into an opinion that she ought tc Ye.
Considered strictly as a legal question, it was
certainly doubtful which of the four claimauats
to the throne had the strongest title; but the
public were not disposed so to regard it. They
chose, on the whole, that Mary should reign.
Large military masses consequently flocked to
her standard. Elizabeth took sides with her,
and as it was important to give as much pub.
lic effect to her adhesion as possible, they fur-
nished Elizabeth with a troop of a thousand
horsemen, at the head of which she rode to meet
Mary and tender her aid.
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Northumlerland taken prisoner. e is beheaded

Northumberland went forth at the head of
such forces as he could collect, but he soon fouud
that the attempt was vain. His troops forsook
bim. The castles which had at first been under
his command surrendered theinselves to Mary.
The Tower of Liondon went over to her side.
Finally, all being lost, Northumberland himself
was taken prisoner, anl all his influential friends
with him, and were committed to the Tower.
Lady Jane herself too, together with her hus-
band and father, were seized and sent to prison

Northumberland was immediately put upcn
his trial for treason. He was condemned, and
brought at once to the block. In fact, the whole
affair moved very promptly and rapidly on, from
its commencement to its consummation. Ed-
ward the Sixth died on the 5th of July, and it
was only the 22d of August when Northumber-
land was beheaded. The period for which the
unhappy Lady Jane enjoyed the honor of being
called a queen was nine days.

It was about a month after this that Mary
pussed from the Tower through the city of Lion-
don in a grand triumphal procession to bs
crowned. The royal chariot, covered with cloth
of golden tissue, was drawn by six horses most
splendidly caparisoned. Elizabeth, who had aid.
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Mary’s triumphal procession. Shared by Ehzabeth

&d her sister, so far as she could, in the strang-
gle, was admitted to share the triumph. She
had a carriage drawn by six horses too, with
cloth and decorations of silver. They proceed-
ed in this manner, attended and followed by a
great cavalcade of nobles and soldiery, to West-
miinster Abbey, where Mary took her seat with
great formality upon her father’s throne.
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Queen Mary's character, Bigotry

CuarTeEr IV.
Tue Spanisa MaTcH.

HEN Queen Mary ascended the throne,
she was a maiden lady not far from thir-
ty-five years of age. She was cold, austere, and
forbidding in her appearance and manners,
though probably conscientious and honest in
her convictions of duty. She was a very firm
and decided Catholie, or, rather, she evinced a
certain strict adherence to the prinziples of her
religious faith, which we generally call firmness
when it is exhibited by those whose opinions
agree with our own, though we are very apt to
name it bigotry in those who differ from us.
For instance, when the body of young Ed-
ward, her brother, after his death, was to be
deposited in the last home of the English kings
in Westminster Abbey, which is a very mag-
nificent cathedral a little way up the river {roms
London, the services were, of course, conducted
according to the ritual of the English Church,
which was then Protestant. Mary, however,
gould not conscientiously countenance such serv.

F



N2 QUEEN ELizABETH. 11653

Bigotry and firmness. Suitors for Queen Mary's hand

ices even by being present at them. She ac-
vordingly assembled her immediate attendants
and personal friends in her own private chapcl,
and celebrated the interment there, with Cath.
olic priests, by a service conformed to the Cath-
olic ritual. Was it a bigoted, or only a firm
and proper, attachment to her own faith, which
forbade her joining in the national commemo-
ration? The reader must decide ; but, in de-
ciding, he is bound to render the same verdict
that he would have given if it had been a case
of a Protestant withdrawing thus from Catho-
lic forms.

At all events, whether bigoted or not, Mary
was doubtless sircere; but she was so cold,
and stern, and wustere in her character, that she
was very little likely to be loved. There were
a great many persons who wished to become hes
husband, but their motives were to share hLei
grandeur and power. Among these persons, the
most prominent one, and the one apparently
most likely to sucoceed, was a prince of Spain
His name was Philip.

It was his father’s plan, and not his own, that
he should marry Queen Mary. His father was
at this time the most wealthy and powerfu
monarch in Furope. His name was {"harles






PORTRAIT OF PHILIP OF SPAIN
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PR

EL;lperor Charles the Fifth., Character of his son Philip

He is commonly called in history Charles V
of Spain, He was not only King of Spain, but
Emperor of Germany. He resided sometimes
at Madrid, and sometimes at Brussels in Flan-
ders. His son Philip had been married to a
Portuguese princess, but his wife had died, and
thus Philip was a widower. Still, he was only
twenty-seven years of age, but he was as stern,
severe, and repulsive in his manners as Mary.
His personal appearance, too, corresponded with
his character. He was a very decided Catholic
also, and in his natural spirit, hanghty, ambi-
tious, and domineering. -

The Emperor Charles, as soon as he heard
of young Edward’s death and of Mary’s acces-
sion to the English throne, conceived the plan
of proposing to her his son Philip for a husband.
He sent over a wise and sagacious statesman
from his court to make the proposition, and te
urge it by such reasons as would be most likely
to influence Mary’s mind, and the minds of the
great officers of her government. The embas-
sador managed the affair well. In fact, it was
probably easy to manage it. Mary would nat-
urally be pleased with the idea of such a young
husband, who, besides being young and accoin-
plished, was the son of the greatest potenrate
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The emperor proposes his son. Mary pleased with the proposas

Europe, and likely one day to take his father’s
place «n that lofty elevation. Besides, Mary
Queen of Scots, who had rival claims to (Queen
Mary’s throne, had married, or was about to
marry, the son of the King of France, and there
was a little glory in outshining her, by having
for a husband a son of the King of Spain. It
might, however, perhaps, be a question which
was the greatest match; for, though the court
of Paris was the most brilliant, Spain, being at
that time possessed of the gold and silver mines
of its American colonies, was at least the rich-
¢st country in the world.

Mary’s ministers, when they found that Mary
herself liked the plan, fellin with it too. Mary
had been beginning, very quietly indeed, but
very efficiently, her measures for bringing back
the English government and nation to the Cath-
olic faith. Her ministers told her now, howev-
sr, that if she wished to succeed in effecting
this matel, she must suspend all these plans
until the match was consummated. The peo-
y'e of England were generally of the Protestant
faith. 'They had been very uneasy and restless
under the progress which the queen had been
making in silencing Protestant preachers, and
bringing back Catholic rites and ceremonies;
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flans of the ministers. . The people a’armed.

end now, if they found that their quecn was
going to marry so rigid and uncompromising a
Catholic as Philip of Spain, they would be
doubly alarmed. She must suspend, therefore,
for a time, her measures for restoring papacy,
unless she was willing to give up her husband.
The queen saw that this was the alternative,
and she decided on following her ministers’ ad-
vice. She did all in her power to quiet and
calm the public mind, in order to prepare the
way for announcing the proposed connection.
Rumors, hosever, began to be spread abroad
that such a design was entertained before Mary
was fully prepared to promulgate it. These
rumors produced great excitement, and awak-
ened strong opposition. The people knew Phil-
ip’s ambitious and overbearing character, and
they believed that if he were to come to En-
gland as the husband of the queen, the whole
government would pass into his hands, and, as
he would naturally be very much ander the in-
fluence of his father, the connection was likely
i» result in making England a mere appendage
to the already vast dominions of the emperor.
The House of Commons appointed a committec
of twenty members, and sent them to the queen,
with a humble petition that she would not mar-
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Opposition to the match. The emperor furnishes money

ry a foreigner. 'The queen was much displeased
at receiving such a petition, and she dissolved
the Parliament. The members dispersed, car-
rying with them every where expressions ~f
their dissatisfaction and fear. England, they
said, was about to become a province of Spain,
and the prospect of such a consummation, wher-
ever the tidings went, filled the people of the
country with great alarm.

Queen Mary’s principal minister of state at
this time was a crafty politician, whose name
was Gardiner. Gardiner sent word to the em-
peror that there was great opposition to his son’s
marriage in England, and that he feared that
he should not be able to accomplish it, unless
the terms of the contract of marriage were made
very favorable to the queen and to England,
and unless the emperor could furnish him with
a large sum of money to use as a means of
bringing influential persons of the realm to fa-
vor it. Charles decided to send the money
He borrowed it of some of the rich cities of
Germany, making his son Philip give his bond
to repay it as soon as he should get possession
of bis bride, and of the rich and powerful coun-
try over which she reigned. 'The amount thus
remitted to England is said by the historians
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The emperor’s embassy. Treaty of marriage

of those days to have been a sum equal to twa
millions of dollars. The bribery was certainly
m a very respectable scale.

The emperor also sent a very magnificent
smbassy to London, with a distinguished ncble-
man at its head, to arrange the terms and con-
tracts of the marriage. This embassy came in
yreat state, and, during their residence in Lon-
don, were the objects of great attention and pa-
rade. The eclat of their reception, and the in-
fluence of the bribes, seemed to silence opposi-
tion to the scheme. Open opposition ceased to
be expressed, though a strong and inveterate
determination against the measure was secret-
ly extending itself throughout the realm. This,
however, did not prevent the negotiations from
going on. The terms were probably all fully
understood and agreed upon before the embassy
came, so that nothing remained but the formal-
ities of writing and signing the articles.

Some of the principal stipulations of these ar-
ticles were, that Philip was to have the title of
King of England jointly with Mary’s title of
gqueen. Mary was also to share with him, in
the same way, his titles in Spain. It was agreed
that Mary should have the exclusive power of
the appointment of officers of government in
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8tipulations of the treaty of marriage.

England, and that no Spaniards should be eli-
gible at all. Particular provisions were made in
respect 15 the children which might result from
the marriage, as to how they should inherit
rights of government in the two countries.
Philip had one son already, by his former wife.
This son was to succeed his father in the king-
dom of Spain, but the other dominions of Philip
on the Continent were to descend to the offspring
of this new marriage, in modes minutely spec-
ified to fit all possible cases which might occur
The making of all these specifications, however,
turned out to be labor lost, as Mary never had
children.

It was also specially agreed that Philip should
not bring Spanish or foreign domestics into the
realm, to give uneasiness to the English peo-
ple; that he would never take the queen out of
England, nor carry any of the children away,
without the consent of the English nobility;
and that, if the queen were to die before him,
all his rights and claims of every sort, in re-
spect to England, should forever cease. He
also agreed that he would never carry away any
of the jewels or other property of the crown, ner
suffer any other person to do so.

These stipulations, guarding so carefully the
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Wyatt's rebellion. Duke of Suffolk

rights of Mary and of England, were intended
to satisfy the English people, and remove their
objections to the match. They produced some
effect, but the hostility was too deeply seated tc
be so easily allayed. It grew,on the contrary,
more and more threatening, until at length a
eonspiracy was formed by a number of influen-
tial and powerful men, and a plan of open re-
bellion organized.

The leader in this plan was Sir Thomas Wy-
att, and the outbreak which followed is known
in history as Wyatt’s rebellion. Another of the
leaders was the Duke of Suffolk, who, it will be
recollected, was the father of Lady Jane Grey.
This led people to suppose that the plan of the
conspirators was not merely to prevent the con
summation of the Spanish match, but to depose
Queen Mary entirely, and to raise the Lady
Jane to the throne. However this may be, an
extensive and formidable conspiracy was form.
el.  There were to have been several risings in
different parts of the kingdom. They all failed
except the one which Wyatt himself was ta
head, which was in Kent, in the southeastern
part of the cbuntry. This succeeded so far, at
least, that a considerable force was collected,
and began to advance toward London from the
southern side
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Wyatt advances toward London. The queen retreats into the city.

Queen Mary was very much alarmed. Sha
had no armed force in readiness to encountcr
this danger. She sent messengers across the
Thames and down the river to meet Wyatt,
who was advancing at the head-of four thou-
sand men, to ask what it was that he'demand-
ed. He replied that the queen must be deliv-
ered up as his prisoner, and also the Tower of
London be surrendered to him. This showed
that his plan was to depose the queen. Mary
rejected these proposals at once, and, having na
forces to meet this new enemy, she had to re-
treat from Westminster into the eity of Liondon
and here sne took refuge in the city hall, called
the Gruildhall, and put herself under the protec-
tion of the city authorities. Some of her friends
urged her to take shelter in the Tower; but she
had more confidence, she said, in the faithfulness
and loyalty of her subjects than in castle walls.

‘Wyatt continued to advance He was still
upon the south side of the river. There was
but one bridge across the Thames, at Liondon
in those days, though there are half a dozen now,
and this one was so strongly barricaded and
guarded that Wyatt did not dare to attempt tc
cross it. He went up the river, therefore, to
cross at a higher point; and thiy xreuit, and
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Wyatt surrenders. The Duke of Suffclk sent ¢o the Tower

several accidental circumstances which occur-
red, detained him so long that a considerable
force had been got together to receive him when
“1e was ready to enter the city. He pushed bold-
fy on into the narrow streets, which received him
like a trap or a snare. The city troops hemmed
up his way after he had entered. They barri-
caded the streets, they shut the gates, and arm-
ed men poured in to take possession of all the av-
enues. Wyatt depended upon finding the peo-
ple of London on his side. They turned, in-
stead, against him. All hope of success in his
enterprise, and all possibility of escape from his
own awful danger, disappeared together. A
herald carae from the queen’s officer calling upon
him to surrender himself quietly, and save the
effusion of blood. He surrendered in an agony
of terror and despair.

The Duke of Suffolk learned these facts in
another county, where he was endeavoring to
raise a force to aid Wyatt. He immediately
fled, and hid himself in the house of one of his
domestics. He was betrayed, however, seized,
and sent to the Tower. Many other promi-
nent actors in the insurrection were arrested,
and the others fled in all directions, wherever
they could find concealment or safety.
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Beheading of Lady Jane Grey. Her heroic fortitude

Lady Jane’s life had been spared thus far, al.
though she had been, in fact, guilty of treason
against Mary by the former attempt to take
the crown. She now, however, two days after
the capture of Wyatt, received word that she
must prepare to die. She was, of course, sur-
prized and shocked at the suddenness of this an-
nouncement ; but she soon regained her com-
posure, and passed through the awful scenes
preceding her death with a fortitude amounting
to heroism, which was very astonishing in one
so young. Her husband was to die too. He
was beheaded first, and she saw the headless
body, as it was brought back from the place of
execution, before her turn came. She acknowl-
edged her guilt in having attempted to seize her
cousin’s crown. As the attempt to seize this
erown failed, mankind consider her technically
guilty. If it had succeeded, Mary, instead of
Jane, would have been the traitor who would
have died for attempting criminally t3 usurp a
throne.

. In the mean time Wyatt and Suffoik ro
mained prisoners in the Tower. Suffclk was
overwhelmed with remorse and sorrow at hav.
ing been the means, by his selfish ambition, of
tlie cruel death of 50 innocent and lovetv a child
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He did not suffer this anguish long, however,
for five days after his son and Lady Jane were
executed, his head fell too from the blcck.
\Wyatt was reserved a little longer.

He was more formally tried, and in his ex-
amination he asserted that the Princess Eliza-
beth was involved in the conspiracy. Officers
were immediately sent to arrest Llizabeth.
She was taken to a royal palace at Westmin-
ster, just above Liondon, called Whitehall, and
shut up there in close confinement, and no one
was allowed to visit her or speak to her. The
particulars of this imprisonment will be de-
seribed more fully in the next chapter. Fifty
or sixty common conspirators, not worthy of
being beheaded with an ax, were hanged, and
a company of six hundred more were brought,
their hands tied, and halters about their necks,
a miserable gang, into Mary’s presence, before
her palace, to be pardoned. Wyatt was then
executed. When he came to die, however, he
retracted what he had alleged of Elizabeth. He
declared that she was entirely innocent ol any
participation in the scheme of rebellion.  Eliza-
beth’s {riends believe that he accused her be-
cause he supposed that such a charge would be
agreeable to Mary, and that he should himself
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be more leniently treated in consequence of it,
but that when at last he found that sacrificing
her would not save him, his guilty conscience
seourged him into doing her justice in his last
Liours.

All obstacles to the wedding were now appa
rently removed ; for, after the failure of Wyatt’s
rebellion, nobody dared to make any open oppo-
sition to the plans of the queen, though there
was still abundance of secret dissatisfaction.
Mary was now very impatient to have the mar-
riage carried into effect. A new Parliament
was called, and its concurrence in the plan ob
tained. Mary ordered a squadron of ships to
be fitted out and sent to Spain, to convey the
bridegroom to England. The admiral who had
command of this fleet wrote to her that the
sailors were so hostile to Philip that he did not
think it was safe for her to intrust him to their
hands. Mary then commanded this force to bo
dismissed, in order to arrange some other way
to bring Philip over. She was then full of anx.
iety and apprehension lest some accident might
befall him. His ship might be wrecked, or he
might fall into the hands of the Frencn, whe
were not at all well disposed toward the match.
tler thoughts and her couversation were run.
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ning upon this topic all the time. She was
restless by day and sleepless by night, until
her health was at last seriously impaired, cnl
ker friends began really to fear that she might
lose her reason. She was very anxious, too, lest
Philip should find her beauty so impaired by
her years, and by the state of her health, that
the should fail, when he arrived, of becoming
she object of his love.

In fact, she complained already that Philip
neglected her. He did not write to her, or ex.
press in any way the interest and affection
which she thought ought to be awakened in his
mind by a bride who, as she expressed it, was go.
ing to bring a kingdom for a dowry. This sort
of cold and haughty demeanor was, however, in
keeping with the self-importance and the pride
which then often marked the Spanish charac-
ter, and which, in Philip particularly, always
seemed to be extreme. :

At length the time arrived for his embarka-
tioa. He sailed across the Bay of Biscay, and

1p the English Channel until he reached South
sirpton, a famous port on the southern coast of
England. There he landed with great pomnp
and parade. He assumed a very proud and

stately b #ring, which made a very unfavorable
G
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iripression upon the English people who had
been sent by Queen Mary to receive him. He
drew his sword when he landed, and walked
about with it, for a tiine, in a very pompous
manner, holding the sword unsheathed in his
hand, the crowd of by-standers that had collect-
ed to witness the spectacle of the landing look-
ing on all the time, and wondering what such
an action could be intended to intimate. It was
probably intended simply to make them wonder.
'The authorities of Southampton had arranged
it to come in procession to meet Philip, and
present him with the keys of the gates, an em-
blem of an honcrable reception into the city.
Philip rececived the keys, but did not deign a
word of reply. The distance and reserve which
it had been customary to maintain between the
English sovereigns and their people was always
pretty strongly marked, but Philip’s loftiness
and grandeur seemed to surpass all bounds.

- Mary went two thirds of the way from Lon-
Jon tc the coast to meet the bridegroom. Here
the marriage ceremony was performed, and the
whole party came, with great parade and re-
joicings, back to Londun, and Mary, satisfied
and happy, took up her abode with her new lord
in Windsor Castle.
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The poor queen was, however, in the end, sad:
ly disappointed in her husband. He felt no love
for her ; he was probably, in fact, incapable of
love. Heremained in England a year, and then,
growing weary of his wife and of his adopted
country, he went back to Spain again, greatly
to Queen Mary’s vexation and chagrin. They
were both extremely disappointed in not hav-
ing children. Philip’s motive for marrying
Mary was ambition wholly, and not love ; and
when he found that an heir to inherit the two
kingdoms was not to be expected, he treated his
unhappy wife with great neglect and cruelty
and finally went away from her altogether. He
came back again, it is true, a year afterward,
but it was only to compel Mary to join with him
in a war against France. He told her that if
she would not do this, he would go away from
England and never see her again. Mary yield-
ed ; but at length, harassed and worn down with
useless regrets and repinings, her mental suf.
ferings are supposed to have shortened her days
She died miserably a few years after her mar.
riage, and thus the Spanish match turned out
to be a very unfortunate match indeed.
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CuarreEr V.
Evizasere 1IN THE Towsk.

4 [‘HE imprisoninexs of 4ueen Elizabeth in
% the Tower, which was briefly alinded to in
the 1ast chapter, deserves a more full narration
than was possible to give to it there. She had re-
tired from court some time before the difficulties
about the Spanish match arose. I3 iz true that
she took sides with Mary in the contest with
Northumberland and the friends of Jane Grey,
and she shared her royal sister’s triumph in the
pomp and parade of the coronation ; but, after all,
she and Mary could not possibly be very good
friends. The marriages of their respective moth
ers could not both have been valid. Henry the
Eighth was so impatient that he could not wait
for a divorce from Catharine before he married
Anne Boleyn. The only way to make the lat-
ter marriage legal, therefore, was to consider the
former one null and void from the beginning ,
and if the former one was not thus null and void,
the latter must be so. If Henry had waited for
a divorce, then both marriages might have been
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valid, each for the time of its own continuance,
and both the princesses might have been lawful
hews; but as it was, neither of them could
maintain her own claims to be considered a law-
fut daughter, without denying, by implication
at least, those of the other. They were there-
fore, as it were, natural enemies. Though they
might be outwardly civil to each other, it was
not possible that there could be any true har-
mony or friendship between them.

A circumstance occurred, too, soon after
Mary’s accession to the throne, which result-
ed in openly alienating the feelings of the two
ladies from each other. There was a certain
prisoner in the Tower of Liondon, a gentleman
of high rank and great consideration, named
Courteney, now about twenty-six years of age,
who had been imprisoned in the Tower by King
Henry the Eighth when he was only twelve
years old, on account of some political offenses
»f his father! He had thus been a close piis-
oner for fourteen years at Mary’s accession ; but
Mary released him. Tt was found, when he re-
turned to society again, that he had employed
his solitary hours in cultivating his mind, ac-
quiring knowledge, and availing himself of al’
the opportunities for improvement whicli his
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situation afforded, and that he came forth an
intelligent, accomplished, and very agreeabls
man. The interest which his appearance and
manners excited was increased by the sympa-
thy naturally felt for the sufferings that he had
endured. In a word, he became a general fa-
vorite. 'The rank of his family was high enough
for Mary to think of him for her husband, for
this was before the Spanish match was thought
of. Mary granted him a title, and large estates,
and showed him many other favors, and, as
every body supposed, tried very hard to make
an impression -on his heart. Her efforts were,
however, vain. Courteney gave an obvious pref-
erence to Elizabeth, who was young then, at
least, if not beautiful. This successful rivalry
on the part of her sister filled the queen’s heart
with resentment and envy, and she exhibited
her chagrin by so many little marks of neglect
and incivility, that Elizabeth’s resentment was
roused in its turn, and she asked permission to
vetire from court to her residence in the coun-
try. Mary readily gave the permission, anrd
thus it happened that when Wyatt’s rebellicu
first broke out, as described in the last chapter,
Elizabeth was living in retirement and seclu.
sion at Ashridge, an estate of hers at sume dis.
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tance west of London. As to Courteney, Mary
found some pretext or other for sending him
hack again to his prison in the Tower.

Mary was immediately afraid that the mal-
scntents would join with Elizabeth and attempt
to put forward her name and her claims to the
crown, which, if they were to do, it would make
their movement very formidable. She was im-
pressed immediately with the idea that it was
of great importance to get Elizabeth back again
into her power. The most probable way of
succeeding in doing this, she thought, was to
write her a kind and friendly letter, inviting her
to return. She accordingly wrote such a letter.
She said in it that certain evil-disposed persons
were plotting some disturbances in the kingdom,
and that she thought that Elizabeth was not
safe where she was. She urged her, therefore,
to return, saying that she should be truly wel-
come, and should be protected against all dan.
ger if she would come.

An invitation from a queen is a cornmand,
and Elizabeth would have felt bound to obey
this summons, but she was sick when it came.
At least she was nof well, and she was not
much disposed to underrate her sickness for the
sake of being able to travel on this occasion
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The officers of her household made out a formal
certificate to the effect that Elizabeth was not
able to undertake such a journey. .

In the mean time Wyatt’s rebellion broke
out; he marched to London, was entrapped
there and taken prisoner, as is related at length
in the last chapter. In his confessions he im-
plicated the Princess Elizabeth, and also Courte-
ney, and Mary’s government then determined
that they must secure Elizabeth’s person at all
events, sick or well. They sent, therefore, three
gentlemen as commissioners, with a troop of
horse to attend them, to bring her to London.
They carried the queen’s litter with them, to
bring the princess upon it in case she should
be found unable to travel in any other way.

"This party arrived at Ashridge at ten o’clock
at night. They insisted on being admitted at
unce into the chamber of Elizabeth, and there
they made known their errand. Elizabeth was
terrified ; she begged not to be moved, as she
was really too sick to go. They called in some
“hysicians, who certified that she could be meved
without danger to her life. The next morning
they put her upon the litter, a sort of covered
bed, formed like a palanquin, and borne, like a
palancju in, by men. It was twenty-nine miles
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to London, and it took the party four days to
reach the city, they moved so slowly. 'This cir-
cumstance is mentioned sometimes as showing
how sick Elizabeth must have been. But the
fact is, there was no reason whatever for any
haste. Elizabeth was now completely in Mary’s
power, and it could make no possible difference
how long she was upon the road.

The litter passed along the rvads in great
state. It was a princess that they were bear-
ing. As they approached London, a hundred
men in handsome uniforms went before, and an
equal number followed. A great many people
came out from the city to meet the princess, as
a token of respect. This displeased Mary, but
it could not well be prevented or punished. On
their arrival they took Elizabeth to one of the
palaces at Westminster, called Whitehall. She
was examined by Mary’s privy council. Noth-
ing was proved against her, and, as the rebellion
seemed now wholly at an end, she was at length
released, and thus ended her first durance as a
political prisoner.

It happened, however, that other persons im-
plicated in Wyatt’s plot, when examined, made
charges against Elizabeth in respect to it, and
Queen Mary sent ancther force and arrested
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ber again. She was taken now to a famous
royal palace, called Hampton Court, which is
situated on the Thames, a few miles above the
‘city. She brought many of the officers of her
household and of her personal attendants with
her; but one of the queen’s ministers, accom:
panied by two other officers, came soon after,
and dismissed all her own attendants, and placed
persons in the service of the queen in their place.
They also set a guard around the palace, and
then left the princess, for the night, a close
prisoner, and yet without any visible signs of
coercion, for all these guards might be guards
of honor.

The next day some officers came again, and
told her that it had been decided to send her to
the Tower, and that a barge was ready at the
river to convey her. She was very much agi-
tated and alarmed, and begged to be allowed tc
send a letter to her sister before they took her
away. One of the officers insisted that she
should have the privilege, and the other that
she should not. The former conquered in the
contest, and Elizabeth wrote the letter and sent
tt. It contained an earnest and solemn disavow-
al of all participation in the plots which she had
been charged with encouraging, and beggel
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Mary to believe that she was innocent, and al-
low her to be released.

The letter did no good. Elizabeth was tak
en into the barge and conveyed in a very pri.
vate manner down the river. Hampton Court
is above Liondon,several miles, and the Tower
is just below the city. There are several en-
trances to this vast castle, some of them by
stairs from the river. Among these is one by
which prisoners accused of great political crimes
were usually taken in, and which is called the
Traitors’ Gate. There was another entrance
also, from the river, by which a more honorable
admission {o the fortress might be attained. The
Tower was not solely a prison. It was often a
place of retreat for kings and queens from any
sudden danger, and was frequently occupied by
them as a somewhat permanent residence.
There were a great number of structures with-
n the walls, in some of which royal apartments
were fitted up with great splendor. Elizaboth
bad often been in the Tower as a resident or
g visitor, and thus far there was nothing in the
circumstances of the case to forbid the supposi-
tion that they might be taking her there as a
guest or resident now. She was anxious and
uneasy, it is true, but she was not certain that
she was regarded as a prisoner
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In the mean time, the barge, with the otner
beats in attendance, passed down the river in
the rain, for it was a stormy day, a circuin-
stance which aided the authorities in their ef-
fort to convey their captive to her gloomy pris
on without attracting the attention of the pop-
ulace. Besides, it was the day of some great
religious festival, when the people were gener-
ally in the churches. This day had been cho-
sen on that very account. The barge and the
boats came down the river, therefore, without.
attracting much attention ; they approached the
landing-place at last, and stopped at the flight
of steps leading up from the water to the Trai-
tors’ Gate.

Elizabeth declared that she was no traitor,
and that she would not be landed there. The
nobleman who had charge of her told her sim-
ply, in reply, that she could not have her choice
of a place to land. At the same time, he offered
her his cloak to protect her from the rain in pass-
wg from the barge to the castle gate. Umbrel:
as had not been invented in those days. Eliz
abeth threw the cloak away from her in vexa-
tion and anger. She found, however, that it
wrag of no use to resist. She could not choose.
she stepped from the barge out upon the stairs
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m the rain, saying, as she did so, “Iere lands
as true and faithful a subject as ever landed a
prisoner at these stairs. Before thee, O God, I
speak it, having now no friends but thee alone.”

A large company of the warders and keepers
of the castle had been drawn up at the Traitcrs’
Gate to receive her, as was customary on ocea-
sions when prisoners of high rank were to en-
ter the Tower. As these men were always
dressed in uniform of a peculiar antique char-
acter, such a parade of them made quite an im-
posing appearance. Iilizabeth asked what it
meant. They told her that that was the cus.
tomary mode of receiving a prisoner. She said
that if it was, she hoped that they would dis-
pense with the ceremony in her case, and ask.
ed that, for her sake, the men might be dismiss-
ed from such attendance in so inclement a sea-
son. - The men blessed her for her goodness, and
kneeled down and prayed that God -would pre
serve her. .

She was extremely unwilling to go into the
prison. As they approached the part of the cd-
ifice where she was to be confined, through the
court-yard of the Tower, she stopped and sat
down upon a stone, perhaps a step, or the curb
stone of a walk. The lieutenant urged her tc
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go in out of the cold and wet.  Better sitting
here than in a worse place,” she replied, ¢ for
God knoweth whither you are bringing me.”
However, she rose and went on. She ontered
the prison, was conducted to her room, and the
doors were locked and bolted upon her.

Elizabeth was kept closely imprisoned for a
month ; after that, some little relaxation in the
strictness of her seclusion was allowed. Per-
mission was very reluctantly granted to her to
walk every day in the royal apartments, which
were now unoccupied, so that there was no so-
ciety to be found there, but it afforded her a
sort of-pleasure to range through them for rec-
reation and exercise. But this privilege could
not be accorded without very strict limitations
and conditions. T'wo officers of the Tower and
three women had to attend her; the windows,
tno, were shut, and she was not permitted to
go and look out at them. This was rather mel-
ancholy recreation, it must be allowed, but it
was better than being shut up all day in a sin.
gle apartment, bolted and barred.

There was a small garden within the castle
not far {rom the prison, and after some time
[lizabeth was permitted to walk there. The
gates and doors, however, were kept carefully
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elosed, and all the prisoners, whose rooms looked
into it from the surrounding buildings, were
closely watched by their respective keepers,
while Elizabeth was in the garden, to prevent
their having any communication with her by
ooks or signs. There were a great many per-
sons confined at this time, who had been ar-
rested on charges connected with Wyatt’s re-
bellion, and the authorities seem to have been
very specially vigilant to prevent the possibil-
ity of Elizabeth’s having communication with
any of them. There was a little child of five
years of age who used to come and visit Eliza-
beth in her room, and bring her flowers. He
was the son of one of the subordinate officers
of the Tower. It was, however, at last suspect-
ed that he was acting as a messenger between
Elizabeth and Courteney. Courteney, it will
be recollected, had been sent by Mary back to
the Tower again, so that he and Elizabeth were
now suffering the same hard fate in neighbor-
ing cells. When the boy was suspected of bear-
ing communications between these friends and
companions in suffering, he was called before
an officer and closely examined. His answers
were all open and childlike, and gave no con-
firmation to the idea which had been entertain-
H
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ed. The child, however, was forbidden to go
to Iilizabeth’s apartment any more. He was
very much grieved at this, and he watched fox
the next time that Elizabeth was to walk in
the garden, and putting his mouth to a hole in
the gate, he called out, ¢ Lady, I can not bring
you any more flowers.”

After Elizabeth had been thus confined about
three months, she was one day terribly alarmed
by the sounds of martial parade within the Tow-
er, produced by the entrance of an officer from
Queen Mary, named Sir Thomas Beddingfield,
at the head of three hundred men. Elizabeth
supposed that they were come to execute sen-
tence of death upon her. She asked immedi-
ately if the platform on which Lady Jane Grey
was beheaded had been taken away. They
told her that it had been removed. She was
then somewhat relieved. They afterward told
her that Sir Thomas had come to take her away
tom the Tower, but that it was not known
wheare she was togo. This alarmed her again,
and she sent for the constable of the Tower,
whose name was Lord Chandos, and questioned
him very closely to learn what they were going
to do with her. He said that it had been de-
sided to remove her from the Tower. and send
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her to a place called Woodstock, where she was
to remain under Sir Thomas Beddingfield’s cus-
tedy, at a royal palace which was situated there.
Woodstock is forty or fifty miles to the west
ward of London, and not far from the city of
Oxford.

Elizabeth was very much alarmed at this in-
telligence. Her mind was filled with vague
and uncertain fears and forebodings, which
were none the less oppressive for being uncer-
tain and vague. She had, however, no imme-

iate cause for apprehension. Mary found that
there was no decisive evidence against her, and
did not dare to keep her a prisoner in the Tow-
er too long. There was a large and influential
part of the kingdom who were Protestants.
They were jealous of the progress Mary was
making toward bringing the Catholic religion
in again. They abhorred the Spanish match.
They naturally looked to Elizabeth as their lead-
er and head, and Mary thought that by too great
or too long-continued harshness in her treat.
ment of Elizabeth, she would only exasperate
them, and perhaps provoke a new outbreak
against her authority. She determined, there-
fore, to remove the princess from the Tower ¢
zome less odious place of confinement
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She was taken first to Queen Mary’s court
which was then held at Richmond, just above
London ; but she was surrounded here by scl-
diers and guards, and confined almost as strict
ly as before. She was destined, however, here
to another surprise. It was a proposition of
marriage. Mary had been arranging a plan
for making her the wife of a certain personage
styled the Dulke of Savoy. His dominions were
on the confines of Switzerland and France, and
Mary thought that if her rival were once mar-
ried and removed there, all the troubles which
she, Mary, had experienced on her account
would be ended forever. She thought, too, that
her sister would be glad to accept this offer,
which opened such an immediate escape from
the embarrassments and sufferings of her situa.
t'on in England. But Elizabeth was prompt,
decided, and firm in the rejection of this plan.
England was her home, and to be Queen of En-
gland the end and aim of all her wishes and
plans. She had rather continue a captive for
the present in her native land, than to live in
splendor as the consort of a sovereign dulke be-
yond the Rhone.

Mary then ordered Sir Thomas Beddingfield
to take her to Woodstock. She traveled on
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horseback, and was several days on the journey
Her passage through the country attracted greas
attention. The people assembled by the way-
side, expressing their kind wishes, and offering
her gifts. The bells were rung in the villages
through which she passed. She arrived finally
at Woodstock, and was shut up in the palace
there.

This was in July, and she remained in Wood-
stock more than a year, not, however, always
very closely confined. At Christmas she was
taken to court, and allowed to share in the fes-
tivities and rejoicings. On this occasion—it
was the first Christmas after the marriage of
Mary and Philip—the great hall of the palace
was illuminated with a thousand lamps. The
princess sat at table next to the king and queen.
She was on other occasions, too, taken away
for a time, and then returned again to her se-
clusion at Woodstock. These changes, perhaps,
only served to make her feel more than ever the
hardships of her lot. They say that one day,
as she sat at her window, she heard a milk-
maid singing in the fields, in a blithe and mer-
ry strain, and said, with a sigh, that she wished
she was a milk-maid too.

King Philio, after his marriage, gradually
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interested himself in her behalf, and exerted his
influence to have her released ; and Mary’s min-
isters had frequent interviews with her, and en-
deavored to induce her to make some confession
of guilt, and to petition Mary for release as a
matter of mercy. They could not, they said,
release her while she persisted in her innocence,
without admitting that they and Mary had been
in the wrong, and had imprisoned her unjustly.
But the princess was immovable. She declar-
ed that she was perfectly innocent, and that she
would never, therefore, say that she was guilty.
She would rather remain in prison for the truth,
than be at liberty and have it believed that she
had been guilty of disloyalty and treason.

At length, one evening in May, Llizabeth
received a summons to go to the palace and
visit Mary in her chamber. She was conduct-
ed there by torch-light. She had a long inter-
view with the queen, the conversation being
partly in English and partly in Spanish. It wae
not very satisfactory on either side. Tlizabeth
persisted in asserting her innocence, but in
sther respects she spoke in a kind and concilia-
tory manner to the queen. The interview ended
in a sort of reconciliation. Mary put a valua.
ble ring upon Elizabeth’s finger in token of the
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renewal of friendship, and soon afterward the
long period of restraint and confinement was
ended, and the princess returned to her own es-
tate at Hatfield in Hertfordshire, where she
fived some time in seclusion, devoting herself,
in a great measure, to the study of Latin and
(Greek, under the instructions of Roger Ascham.
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CuaarrEr VL
AccessioNn To THE THRONE.

EF it were the story of Mary instead of that
of Elizabeth that we were following, we
should have now to pause and draw a very
melancholy picture of the scenes which dark-
ened the close of the queen’s unfortunate and
unnappy history. Mary loved her husband, but
she could not secure his love in return. He
treated her with supercilious coldness and neg-
lect, and evinced, from time to time, a degree
of interest in other ladies which awakened her
jealousy and anger. Of all the terrible convul.
sions to which the human soul is subject, there
is not one wh'eh agitates it more deeply than
the tumult of feeling produced by the mingling
of resentment and love Such a mingling, or,
rather, such a conflict, between passions appa-
1ently inconsistent with each other, is generally
considered not possible by those who have never
experienced it. But it is possible. It is possi
ble to be stung with a sense of the ingratitude
and selfishness, and cruelty of an object, whicls,
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after all, the heart will persist in clinging te
with the fondest affection. Vexation and anger,
a burning sense of injury, and desire for revenge,
on the one hand, and feelings of love, resistless
and uncontrollable, and bearing, in their turn,
all before them, alternately get possession of the
soul, harrowing and devastating it in their aw-
ful .conflict, and even sometimes reigning over
it, for a time, in a temporary but dreadful calm,
like that of two wrestlers who pause a moment,
exhausted in a mortal combat, but grappling
each other with deadly energy all the time,
while they are taking breath for a renewal of
the conflict. Queen Mary, in one of these par-
oxysms, seized a portrait of her husband and
tore it into shreds. The reader, who has his or
her experience in affairs of the heart yet to
come, will say, perhaps, her love for him then
must have been all gone. Noj; it was at its
height. We do not tear the portraits of those
who are indifferent to us.

At the beginning of her reign, and, in fact,
during all the previous periods of her life, Mary
had been an honest and conscientious Catholic,
She undoubtedly truly believed that the Chris-
tian Church ought to be banded together in one
great communion, with the Pope of Rome as its
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spiritual head, and that her father had broken
away from this communion—which was, in fact,
strictly true—merely to obtain a pretext for get
ting released from her mother. How natural,
under such circamstances, that she should have
desired toreturn. She commenced, immediately
on her accession, a course of measures to bring
the nation back to the Roman Catholic com-
munion. She managed very prudently and
cautiously at first—especially while the affair
of her marriage was pending—seemingly very
dagirous of doing nothing to exasperate those
who were of the Protestant faith, or even to
awaken their opposition. After she was mar-
ried, however, her desire to please her Catholic
husband, and his widely-extended and influential
circle of Catholic friends on the Continent, made
her more -eager to press forward the work of
putting down the Reformation in England ; and
as her marriage was now effected, she was less
concerned about the consequences of any oppo-
sition which she might excite. Then, besides,
her temper, never very sweet, was sadly soured
by her husband’s treatment of her. She vent-
ed her ill will upon those who would not yield
to her wishes in respect to their religious faith.
She caused more and more severe laws to be
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passed, and enforced them by mure and more
severe ponalties. The more she presseq these
violent measures, the more the fortitude and res-
sution of those who suffered from them were
aroused. And, on the other hand, the more
they resisted, the more determined she became
that she would compel them to submit. She
went on from one mode of coercion to another,
until she reached the last possible point, and
inflicted the most dreadful physical suffering
which it is possible for man to inflict upon his
fellow-man.

This worst and most terrible injury is to burn
the living victim in a fire. That a woman could
ever order this to be done would seem to be in-
credible. Queen Mary, however, and her gov-
ernment, were so determined to put down, at
all hazards, all open disaffection to the Catho-
lic cause, that they did not give up the contest
until they had burned nearly three hundred per-
sons by fire, of whom more than fifty were wom-
en, and four were children! 'This horrible per-
secution was, however, of no avail. Dissen.-
tients increased faster than they could be burn-
ed; and such dreadful punishments became at
‘ast so intolerably cdious to the nation that they
were obliged to desist, and then the various
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ministers of state concerned in them attempt-
ed to throw off the blame upon each other. The
English nation have never forgiven Mary for
these atrocities. They gave her the name of
Bloody Mary at the time, and she has retained
it to the present day. In one of the ancient his-
tories of the realm, at the head of the chapter
devoted to Mary, there is placed, as an appro-
priate emblem of the character of her reign, the
picture of a man writhing helplessly at a stake,
with the flames curling around him, and a fe-
rocious-looking soldier standing by, stirring up
the fire.

The various disappointments, vexations, and
trials which Mary endured toward the close of
her life, had one good effect; they softened the
animosity which she had felt toward Elizabeth,
and in the end something like a friendship seem-
ed to spring up between the sisters. Abandon.
ed by her husband, and looked upon with dis-
like or hatred by her subjects, and disappointed
in all her plans, she seemed to turn at last te
Elizabeth for companionship and comfort. The
sisters visited each other. First Elizabeth went
to Liondon to visit the queen, and was received
with great ceremony and parade. Then the
gueen went to Hatfield to visit the princess, ate
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tended by a large company of ladies and gentle-
men of the court, and several days were spent
there in festivities and rejoicings. There wero
plays in the palace, and a bear-bai*ing in the
court-yard, and hunting in the park, and many
other schemes of pleasure. This renewal of
riendly intercourse between the queen and the
princess brought the latter gradually out of lier
retirement. Now that the queen began to evince
a friendly spirit toward her, it was safe for oth-
ers to show her kindness and to pay her atten-
tion. The disposition to do this increased rap-
idly as Mary’s health gradually declined, and it
began to be understood that she would not live
long, and that, consequently, Elizabeth would
soon be called to the throne.

The war which Mary had been drawn into
with France, by Philip’s threat that he would
never see lier again, proved very disastrous.
The town of Calais, which is opposite to Dover,
gcross the straits, and, of course, on the French
side of the channel, had been in the possession
of the English for two hundred years. It was
very gratifying to IEnglish pride to hold posses-
sion of such a stronghold on the French shore;
but now every thing seemed to go against Mary.
Calais was defended by a citadel nearly as large
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as the town itself, and was deemed impregna-
ble. In addition to this, an enorinous Englisn
forec was concentrated there. 'The French gen.
aral, however, contrived, partly by stratagem,
and partly by overpowering numbers of troops,
and ships, and batteries of cannon, to get pos-
session of the whole. The English nation were
indignant at this result. Their queen and her
government, so energetic in imprisoning and
burning her own subjects at home, were pow-
erless, it seemed, in coping with their enemies
abroad. Murmurs of dissatisfaction were heard
every where, and Mary sank down upon her
sick bed overwhelmed with disappointment, vex-
ation, and chagrin. She said that she should
die, and that if, after her death, they examined
her body, they would find Calais like a load
upon her heart.

In the mean time, it must have been Eliza-
beth’s secret wish that she would die, since her
death would release the princess from all the
embarrassments and restraints of her position
and raise her at once to the highest pinnaclt
of honor and power. She remained, however,
quietly at Hatfield, acting in all things in a
very discreet and cautious manner. At ore
time she received proposals from the King ¢
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Sweden that she would accept of his son as her
husband. She asked the embassador if he had
communicated the affair to Mary. On his re-
plying that he had not, Elizabeth said that she
could not entertain at all any such question,
unless her sister were first consulted and should
give her approbation. She acted on the same
prineiples in every thing, being very cautious to
give Mary and her government no cause of
complaint against her, and willing to wait pa-
tiently until her own time should come.
Though Mary’s disappointments and losses
filled her mind with anguish and suffering, they
did not soften her heart. ~She seemed to grow
more cruel and vindictive the more her plans
and projects failed. Adversity vexed and irri.
tated, instead of calming and subduing her.
She revived her persecutions of the Protest-
ants. She fitted out a fleet of a hundred and
twenty ships to malke a descent upon the French
coast, and attempt to retrieve her fallen fortunes
there. She called Parliament together and ask-
ed for more supplies. All this time she was
confined to her sick chamber, but not considered
in danger. The Parliament were debating the
guestion of supplies. Her privy council were
holding daily meetings to carry out the plans
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and schemes which she still continued to form,
and all was excitement and bustle in and around
the court, when one day the council was thun-
derstruck by an announcement that she was
dying.

They knew very well that her death would
be a terrible blow te them. They were all
Catholics, and had been Mary’s instruments in
the terrible persecutions with which she had
oppressed the Protestant faith. With Mary’s
death, of course they would fall. A Protestant
princess was ready, at Hatfield, to ascend the
throne. Every thing would be changed, and
there was even danger that they might, in their
turn, be sent to the stake, in retaliation for the
cruelties which they had caused others to suffer.
They made arrangements to have Mary’s death,
whenever it should take place, concealed for a
few hours, till they could consider what they
should do.

There was nothing that they could do. There
#as now no other considerable claimant to the
throne but Elizabeth, except Mary Queen of
Scots, who was far away in France. She was
a Catholic, it was true ; but to bring her inte
the country and place her upon the throna
seemed to be a hopeless undertaking. Queen
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Mary’s counselors soon found that they must
give up their cause in despair. Any attempt
to resist Elizabeth’s claims would be high trea-
son, and, of course, if unsuccessful, would bring
the heads of all concerned in it to the block.
Besides, it was not certain that Elizabeth
would act decidedly as a Protestant. She had
been very prudent and cautious during Mary’s
reign, and had been very careful never to man-
ifest any hostility to the Cathelics. She never
had acted as Mary had done on the occasion
of her brother’s funeral, when she refused even
to countenance with her presence the national
service because it was under Protestant forms.
Elizabeth had always accompanied Mary to
mass whenever occasion required ; she had al-
ways spoken respectfully of the Catholic faith ;
and once she asked Mary to lend her some Cath-
olic books, in order that she might inform her-
self more fully on the subject of the principles
of the Roman faith. It is true, she acted thus,
not because there was any real leaning in her
mind toward the Catholic religion; it was all
merely a wise and sagac ous policy. Surround.
ed by difficulties and dangers as she was dur-
ing Mary’s reign, her only hope of safety was
in passing as quietly as possible along. and man
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azing warily, so as to keep the hostility whic:
was burning secretly against her from break
ing out into an open flame. This was her ob.
ject in retiring so much from the court and froin
all participation in public affairs, in avoiding all
religious and political contests, and spending her
tirne in the study of Greek, and Latin, and
philosophy. The consequence was, that when
Mary died, nobody knew certainly what course
Elizabeth would pursue. Nobody had any
strong motive for opposing her succession. The
council, therefore, after a short consultation, con.
cluded to do nothing but simply to send a mes-
sage to the House of Liords, announcing to them
the unexpected death of the queen.

The House of Lords, on receiving this intel-
ligence, sent for the Commons to come into their
hall, as is usual when any important commu-
nication is to be made to them either by the
Lords themselves or by the sovereign. The
chancellor, who is the highest civil officer of the
kingd>m in respect to rank, and who presides
‘11 the House of Liords, clothed in a magnificent
antique costume, then rose and announced to
the Commons, standing before him, the death
of the sovereign. There was a moment’s sol-
emn pause, such as propriety on the occasion of



1558.] Accession 1o THE THRONE. 131

Elizabeth proclaimed. Joy of the ;L;I;l;

an announcement like this required, all thoughts
being, too, for a moment turned to the chambes
whero the body of the departed queen was ly-
ing. But the sovereignty was no longer there
The mysterious principle had fled with the part-
ing breath, and Elizabeth, though wholly un-
conscious of it, had been for several hours the
queen. The thoughts, therefore, of the august
and solemn assembly lingered but for a moment
in the royal palace, which had now lost all its
glory ; they soon turned spontaneously, and with
eager haste, to the new sovereign at Hatfield,
and the lofty arches of the Parliament hall rung
with loud acclamations, ¢ God save Queen Kliz-
abeth, and grant her a long and happy reign.”

The members of the Parliament went forth
immediately to proclaim the new queen. There
are two principal places where it was then cus-
tomary to proclaim the English sovereigns. One
of these was before the royal palace at West-
minster, and the other in the city of London,
1t a very public place called the Great Cross
at Cheapside. The people assembled in great
crowds at these points to witness the ceremony,
and received the announcement which the her.
alds made, with the most ardent expressions of
ioy. 'The bells were every whers rung; tahles
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were spread in the streets, and booths erected ,
bonfires and illuminations were prepared for the
evening, and every thing indicated a deep and
universal joy.

In fact, this joy was so strongly expressed ax
to be even in some degree disrespectful to the
memory of the departed queen. 'There is a fa-
mous ancient Latin hymn which has long been
sung in England and on the Continent of Eu-
rope on occasions of great public rejoicing. It
is called the Te Deum, or sometimes the T
Deum Loudamus. These last are the three
Latin words with which the hymn commences,
and mean, Thee, God, we praise. 'They sung
the Te Deum in the churches of London on
the Sunday after Mary died.

In the mean time, messengers from the coun-
cil proceeded with all speed to Hatfield, to an-
nounce to Elizabeth the death of her sister, and
her own accession to the sovereign power. The
tidings, of course, filled Elizabeth’s mind with
the deepest emotions. The oppressive sense of
constraint and danger which she had endured
as her daily burden for so many years, was lifted
suddenly from her soul. She could not but re-
joice, though she was too much upon her guard
to express her joy. She was overwhelmed with
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a profound agitation, and, kneeling down, she
exclaimed in Latin, It is the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful in our eyes.”

Several of the members of Mary’s privy coun-
¢il repaired immediately to Hatfield. The
queen summoned them to attend her, and in
their presence appointed her chief secretary of
state. His name was Sir William Cecil. He
was a man of great learning and ability, and he
remained in office under Elizabeth for forty
years. He became her chief adviser and instru-
ment, an able, faithful, and indefatigable serv.
ant and friend during almost the whole of her
reign. His name is accordingly indissolubly
connected with that of Elizabeth in all the po-
litical events which occurred while she contin-
ued upon the throne, and it will, in consequence,
very frequently occur in the sequel of this his-
tory. He was now about forty years of age.
Elizabeth was twenty-five.

Elizabeth had known Cecil long before. He
had been a faithful and true friend to her in lier
adversity. He had been, in many cases, a con-
fidential adviser, and had maintained a sccret
correspondence with her in certain trying peri-
ods of her life. She had resolved, doubtless, tc
make hiyn her chief seeretary of state so sonp
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as she should succeed to the throne. And now
that the time had arrived, she instated him sol-
emnly in his office. In so doing, she pronounac-
ed, in the hearing of the other members of the
council, the following charge:

“] give you this charge that you shall be of
my privy council, and content yourself to take
pains for me and my realm. This judgment I
have of you, that you will not be corrupted with
any gift; and that you will be faithful to the
state; and that, without respect of my private
will, you will give me that counsel that you
think best; and that, if you shall know any
thing necessary to be declared to me of secrecy,
you shall show it to myself only; and assure
yourself I will not fail to keep taciturnity there-
in. And therefore herewith I charge you.”

It was about a week after the death of Mary
before the arrangements were completed for
Elizabeth’s journey to London, to take posses
sion of the castles and palaces which pertair
there to the English sovereigns. She was ful
lowed on this journey by a train of about a thou-
sand attendants, all nobles or personages of high
rank, both gentlemen and ladies. She went
first to a palace called the Charter House, neaz
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London, where she stopped until preparations
could be made for her formal and public entrance
into the Tower ; not, as before, through the Trai-
tors’ Gate, a prisoner, but openly, through the
grand entrance, in the midst of acclamations
as the proud and applauded sovereign of the
mighty realm whose capital the ancient fortress
was stationed to defend. The streets through
which the gorgeous procession was to pass were
spread with fine, smooth gravel; bands of mu-
sicians were stationed at intervals, and decora-
ted arches, and banners, and flags, with count-
less devices of loyalty and welcome, and waving
handkerchiefs, greeted her all the way. Heralds
and other great officers, magnificently dressed,
and mounted on horses richly caparisoned, rode
before her, announecing her approach, with trum-
pets and proclamations; while she followed in
the train, mounted upon a beautiful horse, the
object of universal homage. Thus Elizabeth
entered the Tower; and inasmuch as forgetting
her friends is a fault with which she can not just-
ly be charged, we may /ope, at least, that one of
the first acts which she performed, after getting
established in the royal apartments, was to send
for and reward the kind-hearted child who had
heen reprimanded for bringing her the flowers.
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The coronation, when the time arrived for it,
was very splendid. The queen went in state
in a sumptuous chariot, preceded by trumpetc:a
and heralds in armor, and accompanied by a
long train of noblemen, barons, and gentlemen,
and also of ladies, all most richly dressed in
crimson velvet, the trappings of the horses be-
ing of the same material. The people of Lon-
don thronged all the streets through which she
was to pass, and made the air resound with
shouts and acclamations. There were triumph-
al arches erected here and there on the way;
with a great variety of odd and quaint devices,
and a child stationed upon each, who explain-
ed the devices to Elizabeth as she passed, ir
English verse, written for the occasion. One
of these pageants was entitled ¢ The Seat of
worthy Governance.” There was a throne,
supported by figures which represented the car-
dinal virtues, such as Piety, Wisdom, Temper-
ance, Industry, Truth, and beneath their feet
were the opposite vices, Superstition, Ignoranen,
Intemperance, Idleness, and Falsehood: thess
the virtues were trampling upon. On the throne
was a representation of Elizabeth. At one place
were eight personages dressed to represent the
eight beatitudes pronounced by our Savior iy
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his sermon on the Mount-—the meek, the merci-
ful, &c. Each of these qualities was ingenious.
ly ascribed to Elizabeth. This could be done
with much more propriety then than in subse:
quent years. In another place, an ancient fig-
ure, representing T'ime, came out of a cave which
had been artificially constructed with great in-
genuity, leading his daughter, whose name was
Truth. Truth had an English Bible in he:
hands, which she presented to Elizabeth as she
passed. This had a great deal of meaning ; for
the Catholic government of Mary had discour
aged the circulation of the Scriptures in the ver
nacular tongue. 'When the procession arrived
in the middle of the city, some officers of the
city government approached the queen’s char-
iot, and delivered to her a present of a very large
and heavy purse filled with gold. The quern
had to employ both hands in lifting it in. Tt
contained an amount equal in value to two nr
three thousand dollars.

The queen was very affable and gracious fo
eil the people on the way. Poor women would
come up to her carriage and offer her flowers,
which she would very condescendingly accept
Several times she stopped her carriage when
sha saw that any one wished to speak with her,
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or had something to offer ; and so great was the
exaltation of a queen in those days, in the esti
mation of mankind, that these acts were cosi
sidercd by all the humble citizens of Liondon
acts of very extraordinary affability, and they
awakened universal enthusiasm. There was
one branch of rosemary given to the queen by
a poor woman in Fleet Strect; the queen put
it up conspicuously in the carriage, where it re-
mained all the way, watched by ten thousand
eyes, till it got to Westminster.

The coronation took place at Westminster on
the following day. The crown was placed upon
the young maiden’s head in the midst of a great
throng of ladies and gentlemen, who were all
superbly dressed, and who made the vast edifice
in which the service was performed ring with
their acclamations and their shouts of ¢ Long
live the Queen !” During the ceremonies, Eliz-
abeth placed a wedding ring upon her finger
with great formality, to denote that she cunsid-
ered the occasion as the celebration of her es-
pousal to the realm of England; she was that
day a bride, and should never have, she said, any
sther husband. She kept this, the only wed-
ding ring she ever wore, upon her finger, with.
nut ence removing it, for more than forty years
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CaarTer VIL
Tae War 1IN ScoTLAND.

QUEEN Elizabeth and Mary Queen of
Scots are strongly associated together in
the minds of all readers of English history.
They were cotemporary sovereigns, reigning at
the same time over sister kingdoms. They
were cousins, and yet, precisely on account of
the family relationship which existed between
them, they became implacable foes. The rival-
ry and hostility, sometimes open and sometimes
concealed, was always in action, and, after a
contest of more than twenty years, Elizabeth
triumphed. She made Mary her prisoner, kept
her many years a captive, and at last closed the
contest by commanding, or at least allowing,
her fallen rival to be beheaded.

Thus Elizabeth had it all her own way whils
the scenes of her life and of Mary’s were trans-
giring, but since that time mankind have gen-
erally sympathized most strongly with the con-
quered one, and condemned the conqueror
There are several reasons for this, and among
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them is the vast influence exerted by the dif-
ference in the personal character of the parties.
Mary was beautiful, feminine in spirit, and love-
iy. Elizabeth was talented, masculine, and
plain. Mary was artless, unaffected, and gen-
tle. ISlizabeth was heartless, intriguing, and
insincere. With Mary, though her ruling prin-
ciple was anbition, her ruling passion was love.
Her love led her to great transgressions and into
many sorrows, but mankind pardon the sins
and pity the sufferings which are caused by love
more readily than those of any other origin.
With Elizabeth, ambition was the ruling prin-
ciple, and the ruling passion too. Love, with
her, was only a pastime. Ier transgressions
were the cool, deliberate, well-considered acts
of selfishness and desire of power. During her
lifetime her success secured her the applauses
of the world. The world is always ready to
glorify the greatness which rises visibly before
it, and to forget sufferings which are meekly
and patiently borne in seclusion and solitude.
Men praised and honored Elizabeth, therefore,
while she lived, and neglected Mary. But since
the halo and the fascination of the visible great-
ness and glory have passed away, they have
found a far greater charm in Mary’s beavty and
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misfortune than in her great rival’s pride and
power.

There is often thus a great difference in the
comparative interest we take in persons or
scenes, when, on the one hand, they are reali-
ties before our eyes, and when, on the other,
they are only imaginings which are brought to
our minds by pictures or descriptions. The
hardships which it was very disagreeable or
painful to bear, afford often great amusement
or pleasure in the recollection. The old broken
gate which a gentleman would not tolerate an
hour upon his grounds, is a great beauty in the
picture which hangs in his parlor. We shun
poverty and distress while they are actually ex-
isting ; nothing is more disagreeable to us; and
we gaze upon prosperity and wealth with never-
ceasing pleasure. But when they are gone,
and we have only the tale to hear, it is the story
of sorrow and suffering which possesses the
charm. Thus it happened that when the two
queens were living realities, Elizabeth was the
senter of attraction and the object of universal
homage ; but when they came to be themes of
history, all eyes and hearts began soon to turn
jnstinctively to Mary. It was London, and
Westminster, and Kenilworth that possessed
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the interest while Elizabeth lived, but it is Holy:
rood and Lioch Lieven now.

It results from these causes that Mary’s story
is read far more frequently than Ilizabeth’s,
and this operates still further to the advantage
of the former, for we are always prone to taka
sides with the heroine of the tale we are reading
All these considerations, which have had so
much influence on the judgment men form, or,
rather, on the feeling to which they incline in
this famous contest, have, it must be confessed,
very little to do with the true merits of the case
And if we make a serious attempt to lay all such
considerations aside, and to look into the con-
troversy with cool and rigid impartiality, we
shall find it very diflicult to arrive at any satis-
factory conclusion. There are two questions to
be decided. In advancing their conflicting
claims to the English crown, was it Elizabetb
or Mary that was in the right? If Elizabeth
was right, were the measures which she resort-
ad to to secure her own rights, and to counterast
Mary’s pretensions, politically justifiable? We
do not propose to add our own to the hundred de.
cisions which various writers have given to this
guestion, but only to narrate the facts, and leave
sach reader to come to his own conclusi.ns
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The foundation of the long and dreadful quar-
rel between these royal cousins was, as has been
already remarked, their consanguinity, which
made them both competitors for the same throne;
and as that throne was, in some respects, the
highest and most powerful in the world, it is
not surprising that two such ambitious women
should be eager and persevering in their contest
for it. By turning to the genealogical table on
pagc 68, where a view is presented of the royal
family of England in the time of Elizabeth, the
reader will see once more what was the precise
relationship which the two queens bore to each
other and to the succession. By this table it is
very evident that Elizabeth was the true in-
heritor of the crown, provided it were admit-
ted that she was the lawful daughter and heir
of King Henry the Kighth, and this depended
on the question of the validity of her father’s
marriage with his first wife, Catharine of Ara-
gon ; for, as has been before said, he was mar-
vied to Anne Boleyn before obtaining any thing
like a divorce from Catharine; consequently,
the marriage with Elizabeth’s mother could not
be legally valid, unless that with Catharine had
been void from the beginning. The friends of
Mary Queen of Scots maintainéd that it was

K
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not thus void, and that, consequently, the mar-
riage with Anne Boleyn was null; that Eliza.
beth, therefore, the descendant of the marriage,
was not, legally and technically, a daughter cf
Henry the Eighth, and, consequently, not enti-
tled to inherit his crown; and that the crown,
of right, ought to descend to the next heir, that
is, to Mary Queen of Scots herself.

Queen Elizabeth’s friends and partisans main-
tained, on the other hand, that the marriage of
King Henry with Catharine was null and void
from the beginning, because Catharine had been
before the wife of his brother. 'The circumstan-
ces of this marriage were very curious and pe-
culiar. It was his father’s work, and not his
own. His father was King Henry the Seventh.
Henry the Seventh had several children, and
among them were his two oldest sons, Arthui
and Henry. When Arthur was about sixtecn
years old, his father, being very much in want
of money, conceived the plan of replenishing hiz
coffers by marrying his son to a rich wife. He
uccordingly contracted a marriage between him
and Catharine of Aragon, Catharine’s father
agreeing to pay him two hundred thousand
crowns as her dowry. The juvenile bridegroom
enjoyed the honors and pleasures of married
.ife for a few months, and then died.
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This event was a great domestic calamity to
the king, not because he mourned the loss of
his son, but that he could not bear the idea of
the loss of the dowry. By the law and usage
in such cases, he was bound not only to forego
the payment of the other half of the dowry, but
he had himself no right to retain the half that
he had already received. While his son lived,
being a minor, the father might, not improper-
ly, hold the money in his son’s name ; but when
be died this right ceased, and as Arthur left no
child, Henry perceived that he should be obliged
to pay back the money. To avoid this un-
pleasant necessity, the king conceived the plan
of marrying the youthful widow again to his
second boy, Henry, who was about a year
younger than Arthur, and he made proposals
to this effect to the King of Aragon.

The King of Aragon made no objection to
this proposal, except that it was a thing un-
heard of among Christian nations, or heard of
only to be condemned, for a man or even a boy
to marry his brother’s widow. Alllaws, human
and divine, were clear and absolute against this.
Still, if the dispensation of the pope could be
obtained, he would make no ohjection. Catha-
rine might espouse the second Loy, and he would




148 QueeEN EvizaseTH [1559.

The papal dispensation. Doubts about it.

allow the one hundred thousand crowns already
paid to stand, and would also pay the other
hundred thousand. The dispensation was ac-
cordingly obtained, and every thing made ready
for the marriage.

Very soon after this, however, and before the
new marriage was carried into effect, King
Henry the Seventh died, and this second boy,
now the oldest son, 'though only about seven-
teen years of age, ascended the throne as King
Henry the Kighth. There was great discussion
and debate, soon after his accession, whether
the marriage which his father had arranged
should proceed. Some argued that no papal
dispensation could authorize or justify such a
marriage. Others maintained that a papal dis-
vensation could legalize any thing; for it is a
doctrine of the Catholic Church that the pope
has a certain discretionary power over all laws,
human and divine, under the authority given
to his great predecessor, the Apostle Peter, by
the words of Christ: ¢ Whatsoever thou shalt
hind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatsoever thou shalt lovse on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.’* Henry seems not to have
puzzled his head at all with the legal question;

* Matthew, xvi., 19.
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he wanted to have the young widow for his
wife, and he settled the affair on that ground
alone. They were married.

‘atharine was a faithful and dutiful spouse;
but when, at last, Henry fell in love with Anne
Boleyn, he made these old difficulties a pretext
{or discarding her. He endeavored, as has been
already related, to induce the papal authorities
to annul their dispensation ; because they would
not do it, he espoused the Protestant cause, and
England, as a nation, seceded from the Catho-
lic communion. The ecclesiastical and parlia-
mentary authorities of his own realm then, be-
ing made Protestant, annulled the marriage,
and thus Anne Boleyn, to whom he had pre.
viously been married by a private ceremony,
became legally and technically his wife. If
this annulling of his first marriage were valid,
then Elizabeth was his hcir—otherwise not
for if the pope’s dispensation was to stand, then
Catharine was a wife. Anne Boleyn would in
that case, of course, have been only a compan.
ion, and Elizabeth, claiming through her, a
usurper.

The question, thus, was very complicated. It
branched into cxtensive ramifications, which
opened a wide field of debate, and led to end-
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less controversies. It is not probable, however,
that Mary Queen of Scots, or her friends, gave
themselves much trouble about the legal points
at issue. She and they were all Catholics, and
it was sufficient for them to kunow that the
Holy Pather at Rome had sanctioned the mar-
riage of Catharine, and that that marriage, if
allowed to stand, made her the Queen of En-
gland. She was at this time in France. She
had been sent there at a very carly period of
her life, to escape the troubles of her native land,
and also fo be educated. She was a gentle and
beautiful child, aud as she grew up amid the
gay scenes and festivities of Paris, she became
a very great favorite, being nniversally beloved.
She married at length, thongh while she was
still quite young, the son of the French king.
Her young husband became king himself soon
afterward, on account of his father’s being kiil-
»d, in a very remarkable manner, at a tourna-
ment; and thus Mary, Queen of Scots before,
became also Queen of France now. All these
events, passed over thus very summarily here,
are narrated in {ull detail in the History of
Mary Queen of Scots pertaining to this series.
While Mary was thus residing in France as
the wife of the king, she was smrvounded by a
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very large and influentia. circle, who were Cath-
olies like herself, and who were also enemies of
Elizabeth and of England, and glad to find any
pretext for disturbing her reign. These per-
sons brought forward Mary’s claim. 'They per-
suaded Mary that she was fairly entitled to the
English crown. They awakened her youthful
ambition, and excited strong desires in her
heart to attain to the high elevation of Queen
of England. Mary at length assumed the title
in some of her official acts, and combined the
arms of England with those of Scotland in the
escutcheons with which her furniture and her
plate were emblazoned.

‘When Queen Elizabeth learned that Mary
was advancing such pretensions to her crown,
she was made very uneasy by it There was,
perhaps, no immediate danger, but then there
was a very large Catholic party in England,
and they would naturally espouse Mary’s cause
and they might, at some future time, gather
strength so as to make Iilizabeth a great dea’
of trouble. She accordingly sent an embassa
dor over to France to remonstrate against Ma-
ry’s advancing these pretensions. But she couid
get no satisfactory reply. Mary would not dis-
avow her claim to Elizabeth’s erown, nor wouid
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she directly assert it. Iilizabeth, then, know-
ing that all her danger lay in the power and in-
inence of her own Catholic subjects, went te
work, very cautiously and warily, but in a very
extended and efficient way, to establish the Ref.
vrmation, and to undermine and destroy all tra-
ces of Catholic power. -She procecded in this
work with great circumspection, so as not to
excite opposition or alarm.

In the mean time, the Protestant cause was
making progress in Scotland too, by its own in-
herent energies, and against the influence of the
government. Finally, the Scotch Protestants
organized themselves, and commenced an cpen
rebellion against the regent whom Mary had
left in power while she was away. They sent
to Elizabeth to come and aid them. Mary and
her friends in France sent French troops to as.
sist the government. Ilizabeth hesitated very
much whether to comply with the request of
the rebels It is very dangerous for a sovereign
to countenance rebellion in any way. 'Then
she shrunk, too, from the expense which she
foresaw that such an attempt would involve
To fit out a fleet, and to levy and equip an army,
and to continue the forces thus raised in action
during a long and uncertain campaign, wonk



o

’

1560.] Tue WaR IN ScoTLAND 15

¢

Difficultiee in Scotland. Flizabeth's interference,

cost a large sum of money, and Elizabeth was
constitutionally economical and frugal. But
then, on the other hand, as she deliberated
apon the affair long and anxiously, both alone
and with her council, she thought that, if she
should so far succeed as to get the government
of Scotland into her power, she could compel
Mary to renounce forever all claims to the En-
clish crown, by threatening her, if she would
not do it, with the loss of her own.

Finally, she decided on making the attempt
Cecil, her wise and prudent counselor, strongly
advised it. He said it was far better to carry
on the contest with Mary and the French in
one of their countries than in her own. She be-
gan to make preparations. Mary and the French
government, on learning this, were alarmed in
their turn. They sent word to Elizabeth that
for her to render countenance and aid to rebels
in arms against their sovereign, in a sister king-
dom, was wholly unjustifiable, and they remon-
strated most earnestly againstit. Besides mak-
ing this remonstrance, they offered, as an induce-
mer.t of another kind, that if she would refrain
from taking any part in the contest in Scotland,
they would restore to her the great town and
citadel of Calais, which her sister had been sa



154 QuEEN ELIiZABETH. (1560

Fruitless negotiations. The war goes on

much grieved to lose. To this Elizabeth re.
plied that, so long as Mary adhered to her pre-
tensions to the Knglish crown, she should he
sornpelled to take energetic measures to proteet
herself from them; and as to Calais, the pos.
session of a fishing town on a foreign coast was
of no moment to her in comparison with the
peace and security of her own realm. This
answer did not tend to close the breach. Be-
sides the bluntness of the refusal of their offer,
the French were irritated and vexed to hear their
famous sea-port spoken of so contemptuously.

Elizabeth accordingly fitted out a fleet and
an army, and sent them northward. A French
fleet, with re-enforcements for Mary’s adherents
in this contest, set sail from France at about the
same time. It was a very important question
to be determined which of these two fleets should
get first upon the stage of action.

In the mean time, the Protestant party iu
Scotland, or the rebels, as Queen Mary and
her government called them, had had very hard
work to maintain their ground. There was a
large I'rench force already there, and their co-
operation and aid made the government too
strong for the insurgents to resist. But, when
Elizabeth’s English army crossed the frontier.
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the face of affairs was changed. The French
forces retreated in their furn. The English
army advanced. The Scotch Protestants came
forth from the recesses of the Highlands to
which they had retreated, and, drawing closer
and closer around the French and the govern-
wment forces, they hemmed them in more and
more narrowly, and at last shut them up in the
ancient town of Leith, to which they retreated
in search of a temporary shelter, until the French
flect, with re-enforcements, should arrive.

The town of Leith is on the shore of the
Firth of Iforth, not far from Edinburgh. It is
the port or landing-place of Edinburgh, in ap-
proaching it from the sea. It is on the south-
ern shore of the firth, and Edinburgh stands on
higher land, about two miles south of it. Leith
was strongly fortified in those days, and the
French army felt very secure there, though yet
anxiously awaiting the arrival «f the fleet which
was to release them. The kinglish army ad-
vanced in the mean time, eager to get posses.
sion of the city before the expected succors
should arrive. The Tinglish made an assault
upon the walls. The French, with desperate
bravery, repclled it. The French made a sor-
tie ; thal is, they rushed out of a sudden and
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attacked the English lines. The English con-
centrated their forces at the point attacked, and
drove them back again. 'These struggles ccn.
tinued, both sides very eager for victory, and
buth watching all the time for the appearance
of a fleet in the offing.

At length, one day, a cloud of white sails ap-
peared rounding the peint of land which forms
the southern boundary of the firth, and the
French were thrown at once into the highest
state of exultation and excitement. But this
pleasure was soon turned into disappointment
and chagrin by finding that it was Elizabeth’s
fleet, and not theirs, which was coming into
view. This ended the contest. The French
fleet never arrived. It was dispersed and de-
stroyed by a storm. The besieged army sent
out a flag of truce, proposing to suspend hostil-
ities until the terms of a treaty could be agreed
upon. 'The truce was granted. Commissicn-
ers were appointed on each side. These com-
missioners met at Edinburgh, and agreed apor
the terms of a permanent peace. The treaty,
which is called in history the Treaty of Edin-
burgh, was solemnly signed by the commission-
ers appointed to malke it, and then transmitted
to Eugland and to Irance to be ratified by the
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respective queens. Queen Elizabeth’s forces
and the French forces were then both, as the
treaty provided, immediately withdrawn. 'The
lispute, too, between the Protestants and the
Catholics in Scotland was also settled, though
it is not necessary for our purpose in this nar-
rative to explain particularly in what way.
There was one point, however, in the stipula-
tions of this treaty which is of essential import-
ance in this narrative, and that is, that it was
agreed that Mary should relinquish all claims
whatever to the English crown so long as Eliz-
abeth lived. This, in fact, was the essential
point in the whole transaction. Mary, it is
true, was not present to agree to it; but the
commissioners agreed to it in her name, and it
was stipulated that Mary should solemnly ratify
the treaty as soon as it could be sent to her.
But Mary would not ratify it—at least so far
as this last article was concerned. She =aid
that she had no intention of doing any thing te
molest Elizabeth in her possession of the throne,
but that as to herself, whatever rights might
legally and justly belong to her, she could not
consent to sign them away. 'The other articles
of the treaty had, however, in the mean time,
brought the war tc a close, and both the French
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and English armies were withdrawn. Neither
party had any inclination to renew the conflict;
but yet, so far as the great question between
Mary and Elizabeth was concerned, the diffi.
culty was as far from being settled as ever. In
fact, it was in a worse position than before ; for,
in addition to her other grounds of complaint
against Mary, Elizabeth now charged her with
dishonorably refusing to be bound by a compact
which had been solemnly made in her name, by
agents whom she had fully authorized to make it

It was about this time that Mary’s husband,
the King of France, died, and, after enduring
various trials and troubles in France, Mary con-
cluded to return to her own realm. She sent
to Elizabeth to get a safe-conduct—a sort of
permission allowing her to pass unmolested
through the English seas. Iilizabeth refused
to grant it unless Mary would first ratify the
treaty of Edinburgh. This Mary would not do,
but undertook, rather, to get home without the
permission. Elizabeth sent ships to intercept
her ; but Mary's little squadron, when they ap-
proached the shore, were hidden by a fog, and
so she got safe to land. After this there was
quict hetween Mary and Elizabeth for many
years, bat no pea:}c.
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FHRLIZABETH was now securely establishec

upon her throne. It is true that Mary
Queen of Scots had not renounced her preten.
sions, but there was no immediate prospect of
her making any attempt to realize them, anc
very little hope for her that she would be suc-
cessful, if she were toundertake it. There were
other claimants, it is true, but their claims were
more remote and deubtful than Mary’s. These
conflicting pretensions were likely to malke the
country some trouble after Elizabeth’s death,
but there was very slight probability that they
would sensibly molest Elizabeth’s possession of
the throne during her lifetime, though they
caused her no little anxiety.

The reign which Elizabeth thus commenced
was one of the longest, most brilliant, and, n
raany respects, the most prosperesin the whole
series presented to our view in the long succes.
sion of English sovereigns. Elizabeth contin
uad a queen for forty-five years, during all whick

L
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time she remained a single lady ; and she lied,
4% last, a venerable maiden, seventy years of age

1t was not for want of lovers, or, rather, of
admirers and suitors, that Elizabeth lived single
all her days. During the first twenty years of
her reign, one half of her history is a history of
matrimonial schemes and negotiations. It seem-
ed as if all the marriageable princes and poten-
tates of Europe were seized, one after another,
with a desire to share her seat upon the English
throne. They tried every possible means to
win her consent. They dispatched embassa-
dors; they opened long negotiations; they sent
her ship-loads of the most expensive presents:
some of the nobles of high rank in her own realm
expended their vast estates, and reduced thems-
selves to poverty, in vain attempts to please her.
Elizabeth, like any other woman, loved these
attentions  They pleased her vanity, and grat-
tned those instinctive impulses of the female
heart by which woman is fitted for happiness
and love. Elizabeth encouraged the hopes of
those who addressed her sufficiently to keey
them from giving up in despair and abandoning
her. And in one or two cases she seemed t
come very near yielding. But it always hap.
pened that, when the time arrived in which ¢
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final Jecision must be made, ambition and de-
sire of power proved stronger than love, and she
preforred continuing to oocupy her lofty position
l} herself; alone.

Philip of Spain, the husband of her sistex
Mary, was the first of these suitors. He had
seen Elizabeth a good deal in England during
liis residence there, and had even taken her
part in her difficulties with Mary, and had ex-
erted his influence to have her released from
her confinement. As soon as Mary died and
Elizabeth was proclaimed, one of her first acts
was, as was very proper, to send an embassa-
dor to Flanders to inform the bereaved husband
of his loss. It is a curious illustration of the
degree and kind of affection that Philip had
borne to his departed wife, that immediately on
receiving intelligence of her death by Elizabeth’s
embassador, he sent a special dispatch to his
own embassador in London to malke a proposal
to Elizabeth to take him for Zer husband !

Elizabeth decided very soon to decline this
proposal. She had ostensible reasons, and real
reasons for this. The chief ostensible reason
was, that Philip was so inveterately hated by
all the English people, and Elizabeth was ex-
tremely desirous of being popular. She relied
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golely on the loyalty and faithfulness of her Prot.
estant subjects to maintain her rights to the suc.
gession, and she knew that if she displeased
them by such an unpopular Catholic marriage,
her reliance upon them must be very much
weakened. They might even abandon her en-
tirely. 'The reason, therefore, that she assigned
publicly was, that Philip was a Catholic, and
that the connection could not, on that account,
be agreeable to the English people.

Among the real reasons was one of a very
peculiar nature. It happened that there was
an objection to her marriage with Philip simi-
lar to the one urged against that of Henry with
Catharine of Aragon. Catharine had been the
wife of Henry’s brother. Philip had been the
husband of Elizabeth’s sister. Now Philip had
offered to procure the pope’s dispensation, by
which means this difficulty would be surmount-
ed. But then all the world would say, that if
this dispensation could legalize the latter mar.
riage, the former must